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On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgment. In the end, the faithful 

are those who served Christ by ministering to those who are poor, hungry, naked, sick, or estranged. In the 

first reading God is the shepherd who seeks the lost, weak, and injured and feeds them with justice. We gather 

this day to celebrate the reign of Christ and his victory over death, yet we await the consummation of all 

things yet to come. Acknowledging Christ as our merciful ruler, we go forth that his reign may be known in 

our loving words and deeds. 

 

 

 

 

 

Gathering 
 

 

Prelude 
Jesus Shall Reign                 Duke Street, arr. Aaron Shows (b. 1989) 

 

 

Welcome 

 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, 
in whose image we are made, 
who claims us and calls us beloved. 
Amen. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Holy One, 
we confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful in using your gifts. We forget the least of 
our siblings. We do not see your beautiful image in one another. We are infected by sin that divides 
your beloved community. Open our hearts to your coming, open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, 
open our hands to serve your creation. Amen. 
 
Beloved, we are God’s children, 
and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. 
Through  Jesus you are forgiven, 
by Jesus you are welcome, 
in Jesus you are called to rejoice! 
Let us live in the promises prepared for us 
from the foundation of the world. 
Amen. 
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Opening Hymn                                                                            ELW 634 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise                         ELW 855 
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Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we inherit the riches of your 
grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to serve the world you have made, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Word 

 

First Reading                   Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24  

Because Israel’s kings proved to be bad shepherds, Ezekiel declares that the Lord will assume the role of 
shepherd in Israel. The Lord will also set over them a shepherd-messiah, “my servant David,” who will feed 
and care for the people. 
 
Thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. As shepherds seek out 
their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all 
the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them out from 
the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them 
on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them with 
good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good 
grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of 
my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the 
strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. 
I will feed them with justice. 
 
Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 
Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you 
scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge 
between sheep and sheep. 
 
I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be 
their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the 
Lord, have spoken. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm                         Psalm 95 

The choir introduces the refrain; the congregation repeats it. The choir then sings the verses. Subsequent 

refrains are sung only once by all, at the places indicated by R. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1Come, let us sing to the Lord; 
  let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. 
2Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving 
  and raise a loud shout to the Lord with psalms. R 
 
3For you, Lord, |are a great God, 
  and a great ruler above all gods. 
4In your hand are the caverns of the earth; 
  the heights of the hills are also yours.  
5The sea is yours, for you made it, 
  and your hands have molded the dry land. R 
 
6Come, let us worship and bow down, 
  let us kneel before the Lord our maker. 
7aFor the Lord is our God, 
  and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand. R 

 

Second Reading                                    Ephesians 1:15-23 

In this passage, God is praised for revealing ultimate divine power in raising Jesus from the dead. The 
resurrected, exalted Christ is Lord of both the church and the entire universe, now and in the age to come. 
 
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason I do not 
cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the 
eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches 
of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who 
believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him 
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and 
power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 
And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his 
body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel Acclamation 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Choir   Alleluia! 
All    Alleluia! Alleluia. 
Choir Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Blessed is the coming kingdom of our 

ancestor David. (Mark 11:9) 
Choir   Alleluia! 
All    Alleluia! Alleluia. 

 

 

Gospel                         Matthew 25:31-46 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus tells a parable about his second coming, indicating that it is not sufficient merely to maintain things as 
they are. Those who await his return should make good use of the gifts that God has provided them. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he 
will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one 
from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and 
the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave 
me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was 
naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 
Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty 
and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked 
and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king will 
answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family you 
did it to me.’ Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal 
fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me 
clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we 
saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he 
will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to 
me.’ And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon                                                                                                          Pastor  Platz 

 

Hymn of the Day                         ELW 431 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
On this last Sunday of the church year, let us pray to see God’s reign in the church, the world, and with all in 
need. 
 
After each portion of the prayers: 
Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 
 

The prayers conclude: 

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all creation around 
your throne where you will reign forever and ever.  
Amen 

 

 

Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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Thanksgiving 

Offering 
We invite you to give your offering online at saintluke.us then click Giving or on the Give Plus app. 
You may also mail your checks to:  

Saint Luke Lutheran Church 
9100 Colesville Road 

Silver Spring, MD 20910 
 

Music at the offering 

 

              Text: Arthur T. Russel (1806-1874)  

Music: Michael Praetorius (1571-1621), arr. Alan Bullard 

 

Offering Prayer 

Let us pray.  
God of goodness, you open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing.  We open our hands 
and return to you what you have first given us. Accept our offering as a token of our abiding devotion 
and love. Use these gifts to bring peace, justice and comfort to the world; through Jesus Christ we pray.  
Amen.  

 

 

Prayer of  Spiritual Communion 

Let us pray. 
Holy One, Jesus Christ, we know that you are as truly present in our reaching out to one another as in 
the sacrament of the table. We love you at the heart of all things, and long for you in our souls. Since we 
cannot gather together to receive you in that sacrament, come and abide spiritually in our hearts. 
Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace.  Never let us fear that we are ever separated from you, from 
one another, from your creation. May we live in you, and you in us, in this life and the life to come.  
Amen. 
 

 

The Lord ascendeth up on high, 
The Lord hath triumphed gloriously, 
In power and might excelling; 
The grave and hell are captive led, 
Lo! He returns, our glorious Head, 
To His eternal dwelling. 
 
The heavens with joy receive their Lord, 
By saints, by angel hosts adored, 
O day of exultation! 
O earth, adore thy glorious King! 
His rising, His ascension sing 
With grateful adoration! 

Our great High Priest hath gone before, 
Now on His Church His grace to pour, 
And still His love He giveth; 
O may our hearts to Him ascend; 
May all within us upward tend 
To Him Who ever liveth! 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Please pray in your own preferred language. 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

Sending 
 

 

Blessing 
The God of all creation, 
in whose image we are made, 
who claims us and calls us beloved, 
who strengthens us for service, 
give you reason to rejoice and be glad! 
The blessing of God, 
Sovereign,  Savior, and Spirit, 
be with you today and always. 
Amen. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Padre Nuestro Que estas en los cielos 
Santificado sea tu Nombre 
Venga a nosostros tu Reino 
Hagase tu voluntad asi en la tierra como en el cielo 
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia  
Perdona nuestras ofensas  
Como nosotros perdonamos a los que nos ofenden  
Y no nos dejes caer en la tentacion mas libranos del mal 
Porque tuyo es el reino, el poder y la Gloria  
Por los siglos de los siglos. Amen  
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Sending Hymn                      ELW 688 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal 
Beloved of God, 
go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

 

Postlude 
All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name               Coronation, arr. Aaron Shows 
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