The Second Sunday of Advent

December 6, 2020, 9:00 am

Saint Luke Lutheran Church and School
9100 Colesville Road, Silver Spring, MD

www.saintluke.us | 301-588-4363




John calls people to repent, to clear the decks, to completely reorder their lives so that nothing gets in the
way of the Lord’s coming. The reading from Isaiah gives the context for this radical call: the assurance of
forgiveness that encourages us to repent; the promise that the coming one will be gentle with the little ones.
Isaiah calls us all to be heralds with John, to lift up our voices fearlessly and say, “See, your God is
coming!” We say it to one another in worship, in order to say it with our lives in a world in need of justice
and peace.

Gathering

Prelude
A Sketch (Scherzando) Heathcote Statham (1889-1973)

Welcome

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be God, Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit,
whose forgiveness is sure

and whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.

Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Loving and forgiving God,

we confess that we are held captive by sin.

In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger;
we have not loved our neighbor; we have not been Christ to one another.

Restore us, O God. Wake us up and turn us from our sin.

Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen.

People of God, hear this glad news:

by God’s endless grace

your sins are forgiven, and you are free—

free from all that holds you back

and free to live in the peaceable realm of God.

May you be strengthened in God’s love,

" comforted by Christ’s peace,

and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Opening Hymn ELW 254
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: JEFFERSON, W. Walker, Southiern Harmony, 1835

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Blessed are you, God of hope, for you promise to bring forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse who will bring
justice to the poor, who will deliver the needy and crush the oppressor, who will stand as a signal of hope for
all people.

As we light these candles, turn our wills to bear the fruit of repentance, transform our hearts to live in justice
and harmony with one another, and fix our eyes on the root of Jesse, Jesus Christ, the hope of all nations.

O people of hope, come,
let us rejoice in the faithfulness of the Lord. Amen.



Response
Please sing the following to the tune HANOVER.

The candle of hope we light in this hour
Proclaims that the Lord is coming in power.

We wait for a future, now hidden from view,
When Christ in his glory will make all things new.

The candle of peace shines bright with God's plan;
The wolf will lie down and dwell with the lamb.
Our guns and our weapons, our hatred and war,
Will give way to gardens that heal and restore.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

Text: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette
Music: HANOVER, William Croft (1678-1727)

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming strengthen us to serve you
with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Choral Anthem

Come, Lord Jesus, be our light,

as we burn this candle bright.

Fill our hearts with love and cheer,
as we await you advent here.

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest,

by your presence will we be blessed.
Fill our hearts with love and cheer,
as we await your advent here.

Choristers

Come, Lord Jesus, be our peace,
that joy may never cease.

Fill our hearts with love and cheer,
as we await your advent here.

Come, Lord Jesus
Text: Michael Bedford (b. 1949)
Music: Michael Bedford



Word

First Reading Isaiah 40:1-11

In grand, flowing, poetic lines, the prophet announces that the exile of God’s people in Babylon is over. God
will deliver Israel and will care for her as a shepherd cares for the sheep. This word can be trusted, because
the only enduring reality in life is the word of God.

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served
her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.

A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our
God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall
become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall
see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower
of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people
are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. Get you up to a high
mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Lord God comes with might, and
his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a
shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13

The choir introduces the refrain; the congregation repeats it. Please sing the verses in bold.. Subsequent
refrains are sung only once by all, at the places indicated by R.
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Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year B © 2008 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

'You have been gracious to your land O LORD;
you have restored the good for- tune of Jacob

’You have forglven the 1n1qu1ty of your people
and blotted out ' all their sins.

81 will listen to what the LORD ! God is saying,
for you speak peace to your faithful people
and to those who turn their | hearts to you.
*Truly, your salvation is Very near to ' those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell 'in our land. R

1%Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
"Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth,
and righteousness shall look ' down from heaven.

>The LORD will mdeed grant prosperity,
and our land will ! yield its increase.
PRighteousness shall go be- 'fore the LORD
and peace shall prepare for 'God a pathway. R



Second Reading 2 Peter 3:8-15a
This short letter deals with pressing concerns regarding the final advent of Jesus, especially concerns that
could arise over its apparent delay. The author of the letter calls on Christians to anticipate the promised
coming of the Lord through conduct dedicated to God.

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years
are like one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you,
not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and
then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth
and everything that is done on it will be disclosed.

Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of
holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens
will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we
wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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crese. Al-le - Iu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Reproduced from Gospel Acclamations: Advent~Transfiguration,
© 2006 Augsburg Fortress, May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

Choir Alleluia, alleluia.

All Alleluia, alleluia.

Choir Prepare the way of the Lord. All flesh shall see the salvation of God. (Luke 3:4, 6)

All Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel Mark 1:1-8
The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the first chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

The Gospel of Mark does not begin with a story of Jesus’ birth but with the voice of one crying out in the
wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord.

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, “See, I
am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,””

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with
a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Zawistoski
Hymn of the Day ELW 266
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God’s truth and jus-tice set ev - ’ry-bod-y free.
stores hope and cour-age to chil - dren of this earth.
clear ev-’ry gate-way, in haste, come out in haste!
Je - sus is with us, and ev-er sets us free.
2 Dice_el profeta al pueblo de Israel: 3 Montes y valles habrd que preparar;
“De madre virgen ya viene_Emmanuel,” nuevos caminos tenemos que trazar.
serd “Dios con nosotros,” hermano serd, El estd ya muy cerca, venidlo_a_encontrar,
con él la_esperanza al mundo volverd. y todas las puertas abrid de par en par.

4 En una cueva Jesus aparecio,
pero_en el mundo estd presente hoy.
Vive_en nuestros hermanos, con ellos estd;
v vuelve de nuevo a darnos libertad.

Text: Alberto Taulé, b. 1932; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946
Music: TODA LA TIERRA, Alberto Taulé
Spanish text and tune © 1993 and English text © 1995 Centro de Pastoral Litirgica, admin. OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
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Apostles’ Creed

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to this weary world. Hear our prayers for
everyone in need.

After each portion of the prayers:
Hear us, O God,
Your mercy is great.

The prayers conclude:

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



Thanksgiving
Offering

We invite you to give your offering online at saintluke.us then click Giving or on the Give Plus app.
You may also mail your checks to:
Saint Luke Lutheran Church
9100 Colesville Road
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Music at the offering

Drop down, ye heavens, from above,

and let the skies pour down righteousness:

let the earth open, and let them bring forth salvation,
and let righteousness spring up together.

Mercy and truth are met together:

righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

Truth shall flourish out of the earth:

and righteousness hath looked down from heaven. Alleluial

Drop Down, Ye Heavens
Text: Isaiah 45:8, Psalm 85: 10, 11
Music: Heathcote Statham

Offering Prayer

Let us pray.

God of goodness and hope you open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. We open our
hands and return to you what you have first given us. Accept our offering as a token of our abiding
devotion and love. Use these gifts to bring peace, justice and comfort to the world; through Jesus Christ
we pray.

Amen.

Prayer of Spiritual Communion

Let us pray.

Holy One, Jesus Christ, we know that you are as truly present in our reaching out to one another as in
the sacrament of the table. We love you at the heart of all things, and long for you in our souls. Since we
cannot gather together to receive you in that sacrament, come and abide spiritually in our hearts.
Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace. Never let us fear that we are ever separated from you, from
one another, from your creation. May we live in you, and you in us, in this life and the life to come.
Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Please pray in your own preferred language.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, Padre Nuestro Que estas en los cielos
hallowed be thy name, Santificado sea tu Nombre
thy kingdom come, Venga a nosostros tu Reino
thy will be done, Hagase tu voluntad asi en la tierra como en el cielo
on earth as it is in heaven. Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia
Give us this day our daily bread; Perdona nuestras ofensas
and forgive us our trespasses, Como nosotros perdonamos a los que nos ofenden
as we forgive those Y no nos dejes caer en la tentacion mas libranos del mal
who trespass against us; Porque tuyo es el reino, el poder y la Gloria
and lead us not into temptation, Por los siglos de los siglos. Amen

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Sending

Blessing

The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting,
the long-expected Savior fill you with love,

the unexpected Spirit guide your journey,

" now and forever.

Amen.
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Sending Hymn ELW 249
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Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621

Dismissal

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude

On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
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The flowers are given to the glory of God by Donna Nelson in thanksgiving and memory of her mother, Pearl
Lenz, and in honor of her father, Herb Lenz, on his birthday, and by Donna Nelson and Barbara Sanders in
thanksgiving for the faithful witness of Bill Leader and Ralph Watkins on their birthdays.

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006, administered by Augsburg Fortress.
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license # 3174-W.

Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons, Year C 2018-2019, copytight © 2018 Augsburg Fortress.

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license # 4182-C.
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