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At the turn of the year we meditate on endings and beginnings, knowing that all the world’s time begins and
ends in God. We watch and keep vigil for the coming of God’s justice.

Opening

Prelude
Day by Day Blott en dag, arr. J. Bert Carlson (1937-2017)
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The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has notov - er-come it.
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In the Word was life, and the life was the light of all people.



Hymn of Light

n Leader
¥
F 4N b 7
%’ — 2
Joy-ous light of glo - ry:
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set-ting of the sun, and we look to the eve-ning light
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We sing to God, the Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Spir - it
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The u - ni - verse pro - claims your glo - ry.

Text: Greek hymn, 3rd cent.; tr. Roger T. Petrich, b. 1938
Music: Roger T. Petrich
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.




Thanksgiving for Light
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with  you.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you called light in - to being,
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and you set lights in the sky to govern night and day.
0 |
y '
l@ — o © @ -
In a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night
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you led your peo - ple in - to freedom.
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Enlighten our darkness by the light of your Christ; may your Word be
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a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for you are mer-ci - ful,
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and you love your whole cre-a-tion, and with all your crea-tures we give you glory,
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through your Son Je - sus Christ, in the unity of the Ho - ly Spirit,
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now and for - ev - er. A - men.
Psalmody
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Let my prayer rise be - fore you as im -  cense;
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac - ri - fice.
Group One or All
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O Lord, I call to you; come to me quick -ly; hear my voice when
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I cy to you. Let my prayer rise be - fore  you as in - cense;
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac - ri - fice.
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Set a watch be - fore my mouth, O Lord, and guard the door of my lips.
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Let not my heart in-cline to an -y e - vil thing;
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let me not be oc-cu-pied in wick-ed-ness with e - vil -
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do - ers. But my eyes are turned to you, Lord God;
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in you | take ref - uge. Strip me not of my life.
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Glo-ry to the Fa - ther, and to the Son, and to the Ho-ly Spir - it
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as it was in the be-gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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the lift-ing up

of my hands

as the eve-ning sac - ri - fice.



Psalm Prayer

Let us pray.

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before you, O God, and let your lovingkindness descend upon
us, that with purified hearts we may sing your praises with the church on earth and the whole heavenly host,
and may glorify you forever and ever.

Amen.

Hymn
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I A - way in a man - ger, no crib for his bed,
2 The cat - tle are low - ing; the ba - by a - wakes,
3 Be near me, Lord Je - sus; 1 ask you to stay
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the lit - tle Lord Je - sus laid down his sweet head;
but lit - tle Lord Je - sus, no cry - ing  he makes.
close by me for - ev - er and love me, I pray.
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the stars  in the  bright sky  looked down where he lay,
I love you, Lord Je - sus; look down from the sky
Bless all the dear chil -dren in your ten - der care
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the lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
and stay by my cra - dle till morn - ing 1S nigh.
and fit us for heav - en, to live with you there.

Text: North American, 19th cent.
Music: CRADLE SONG, William J. Kirkpatrick

, 1838-1921



Word

First Reading Ecclesiastes 3:1-13
For everything there is a season.

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to be born, and a time to
die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break
down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; a time
to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from
embracing; a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to throw away; a time to tear, and a
time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and
a time for peace.

What gain have the workers from their toil? I have seen the business that God has given to everyone to be
busy with. He has made everything suitable for its time; moreover he has put a sense of past and future into
their minds, yet they cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end. I know that there is
nothing better for them than to be happy and enjoy themselves as long as they live; moreover, it is God’s gift
that all should eat and drink and take pleasure in all their toil.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Hymn
0 |
7 v I .
G — e
) o . = - o
1 Day by day, your mer-cies, Lord, at - tend me, bring - ing com - fort
2 Day by day, I know you will pro - vide me strength to serve and
3 Oh, what joy to know that you are near me when my bur - dens
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to my anx-ious soul. Day by day, the bless-ings,Lord,you send me
wis-dom to o - bey; I will seek your lov-ing will to guide me
grow too great to  bear; oh, what joy to know that you will hear me
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draw me near - er to my heav'n-ly goal. Love di-vine, be-yond all
o'er the paths 1 strug-gle day by day. I will fear no e - vil
when I come, O Lord, to you in prayer. Day by day, no mat - ter
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mor - tal mea-sure, brings to naught the bur-dens of my quest; Sav-ior,
of the mor -row, I  will trust in your en-dur-ing grace. Sav-ior,
what be - tide me, you will hold me ev-er in your hand. Sav-ior,
0 |
) A T .
b 1 K I | r— , T I
(Y D I' ] > ] i I | I\} ’1'
~—e——9 a2 - — &
lead me to the home I trea-sure, where at last I'll find e - ter-nal rest.
help me bear life’s pain and sor-row till in glo-ry [ be-hold your face.
with your pres-ence here to guide me, 1 will reach at last the prom-ised land.
Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Robert Leat, 1936-2005
Music: BLOTT EN DAG, Oskar Ahnfelt, 1813-1882
Text © 1992 Augsburg Fortress
Prayer
Let us pray.

In your wisdom, O Lord our God, you have made all things and have allotted to each of us the days of our life.
Grant that we may live in your presence, be guided by your Holy Spirit, and offer all our works to your honor
and glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



Second Reading

A new heaven and a new earth.

Revelation 21:1-6a

I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was
no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a
bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is
among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will
wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the

first things have passed away.”

And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this,
for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the

beginning and the end.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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1 Come, thou Fount of ev-'ry bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
2 Here [ raise my Eb-en - e - zer:“Hith-er by thy help I've come”;
3 Oh, to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be;
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streams of  mer - ¢y, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.
and I hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to  ar - rive at home.
let  that grace now like a fet - ter bind my wan-d’ring heartto thee.
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While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,
Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-d’ring from the fold of God;
Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God 1 love.
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teach me ev - er to a - dore thee; may I still thy good-ness prove.
he, to res - cue me from dan-ger, in - ter - posed his pre-cious blood.
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.

Text: Robert Robinson, 17351790, alt.
Music: NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part 11, 1813
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Prayer

Let us pray.

Immortal Lord God, you inhabit eternity and have brought us to the close of another year. Pardon, we entreat
you, our transgressions of the past, and graciously abide with us all the days of our life; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Amen.

Gospel Matthew 25:31-46

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

The Son of Man will separate the sheep and the goats.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he
will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one
from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and
the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave
me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was
naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’
Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty
and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked
and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king will
answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family
you did it to me.” Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and
you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me
clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we
saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he
will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to
me.” And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Meditation Pastor Morales
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Prayers
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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through Christ our Lord. To you, O Lord.
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Lord’s Prayer
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Gathered into one by the Ho-ly Spir - it, let us pray as Je-sus taught us.
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Our Fa-ther iIn heav - en, hal - lowed  be your name,
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your king-dom come, your will be done, on earth as in heav - en.
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Giveus to-day our dai - ly bread. For - give us our sins as we
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and the glo-ry are yours, now and for-ev - er. A - men.
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Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Almighty God, the Father, + the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and pre-serveus.
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A - men.
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Hymn
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1 O God, our help in
2 Un - der the shad-ow
3 Be - fore the hills in
4 A thou-sand a - ges

a - ges past, our hope for years to come,
of your throne your saints have dwelt se - cure;
or - der stood or earth re-ceived its frame,
in your sight are like an eve - ning gone,
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our shel-ter from the storm-y blast, and our e - ter - nal home:
suf - fi-cient is your arm a - lone, and our de-fense is sure.
from ev - er - last - ing you are God, to end - less years the  same.
short as the watch that ends the night be - fore the ris-ing  sun.
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5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 6 O God, our help in ages past,

soon bears us all away;
we fly forgotten, as a dream
dies at the op’ning day.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748, alt.
Music: ST. ANNE, William Croft, 16781727

Postlude

Aria on a Ground

our hope for years to come,
still be our guard while troubles last
and our cternal home!

St Anne, arr. Rebecca Groom Te Velde (b

14

. 1956)
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