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Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God moved over the 

waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the Spirit’s movement that distinguishes 

Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s 

beloved children and setting us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of 

justice and peace. 

 

 

 

 

Gathering 
 

 

Prelude 
Christ, unser Herr, zum Jordan kam, BWV 684             J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 

(To Jordan came our Lord, the Christ ) 

 

Welcome 

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,   one God, the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. On this day of 
Jesus’ baptism, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
Water is poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word you 
created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 
 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
 
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
 
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Opening Hymn                                                                            ELW 310    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. Immerse us in your grace, 
and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Word 

 

First Reading                               Genesis 1:1-5 

Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This familiar story was good news 
for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It remains good news for us. God created and 
continues to create new life. 
 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness 
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let 
there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the 
darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm                                        Psalm 29 

The Choir introduces the refrain.  The congregation sings the second time.  Verses are sung by the choir. 

Please sing refrain indicated by an R 

 

 
 

 

 
1Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, 
  ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
2Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name; 
  worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 
 
3The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 
  the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 
4The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; 
  the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.  
 
5The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; 
  the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
6the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. R 
 
7The voice of the Lord 
  bursts forth in lightning flashes. 
8The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; 
  the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  
9The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. 
  And in the temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!” R 
 
10The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; 
  the Lord sits enthroned as king forevermore. 
11O Lord, give strength to your people; 
  give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace. R 
 
 

Second Reading                                            Acts 19:1-7  

In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but had never heard of 
the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptizes them, the Holy Spirit comes upon them 
and empowers them with gifts of the Spirit. 
 
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, where he found 
some disciples. He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, 
“No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” 
They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the 
people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized 
in the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and 
they spoke in tongues and prophesied—altogether there were about twelve of them. 
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The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

 

Gospel Acclamation 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
Choir   Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
All    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Choir A voice from heaven said, “This is my Son,  the Beloved, with whom I am well 

pleased.” (Matt. 3:17)  
All    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 

Gospel                                    Mark 1:4-11  

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the first chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the Spirit descends is 
himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit. 
 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 
And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and 
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with 
a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have 
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was 
coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a 
voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon                                                                                                          Pastor Miller 
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Hymn of the Day                         ELW 455 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Affirmation of Baptism 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

I renounce them. 

  

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

I renounce them. 

  

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

I renounce them. 

 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 
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 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you 
in holy baptism: to live among God's faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord's supper, to 
proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of 
Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 
People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life in Christ? 
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 
Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse 
us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit:   the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit 
of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 
Amen 
 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 
After each portion of the prayers: 
Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 
 
The prayers conclude: 

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to you, in the 
name of Jesus. 
Amen 

 

 

Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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Thanksgiving 

Offering 
We invite you to give your offering online at saintlukegive.us or on the Give Plus app. 
You may also mail your checks to:  

Saint Luke Lutheran Church 
9100 Colesville Road 

Silver Spring, MD 20910 
 

Music at the offering                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Is My Beloved Son 

Text: Dan Uhl (b. 1948) 

Music: Dan Uhl 

 

Offering Prayer 

Let us pray.  
God of goodness, you open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing.  We open our hands 
and return to you what you have first given us. Empower us to share our time, talents, and possessions. 
Use them to bring peace, justice and comfort to the world; through Jesus Christ we pray.  
Amen.  

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Please pray in your own preferred language. 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Padre Nuestro Que estas en los cielos 
Santificado sea tu Nombre 
Venga a nosostros tu Reino 
Hagase tu voluntad asi en la tierra como en el cielo 
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia  
Perdona nuestras ofensas  
Como nosotros perdonamos a los que nos ofenden  
Y no nos dejes caer en la tentacion mas libranos del mal 
Porque tuyo es el reino, el poder y la Gloria  
Por los siglos de los siglos. Amen  

When John baptized the Christ, our Lord, 
the heavens opened wide 
The Spirit from on high came down,  
descending like a dove. 
Assuring those on Jordan’s banks 
a voice proclaimed these words: 
 
This is my beloved Son 
with whom I am well pleased. 

Come Holy Spirit heavenly dove. 
Come now in visitation.  
Renew in us baptismal grace  
throughout each day, in every place. 
You are the way, the truth, the light. 
Lead us to our salvation. 
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Sending 
 

Blessing 
The God of glory dwell in you richly,  
name you beloved, and shine brightly on your path; 
and the blessing of Almighty God, the Father, the  Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you always. 
Amen.  
  

Sending Hymn                             ELW 888 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God.  

 

Postlude 
Gigue on “Crashing Waters at Creation”           Stuttgart, arr. David Schelat (b. 1955) 
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