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The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus’ baptism and end with three disciples’ vision of his
transfiguration. In Mark’s story of Jesus’ baptism, apparently only Jesus sees the Spirit descending and hears
the words from heaven. But now Jesus’ three closest friends hear the same words naming him God’s Beloved.
As believers, Paul writes, we are enabled to see the God-light in Jesus’ face, because the same God who
created light in the first place has shone in our hearts to give us that vision. The light of God’s glory in Jesus
has enlightened us through baptism and shines in us also for others to see.

Gathering

Prelude

Beautiful Savior arr. Robert Hebble (1934-2020)
Phoenix Processional, Trumpet and Organ Dan Locklair (b. 1949)
Welcome

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God,
whose voice is upon the waters,

whose mercy is poured out upon all people,
whose goodness cascades over all creation.

Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess that our hearts are
burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. We turn inward, failing to follow
your outward way of love. We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the earth and its resources
and fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and left
undone. Even before the words are on our tongues, you know them; receive them in your divine mercy.
Amen.

How vast is God’s grace!

Through the power and promise of % Christ Jesus, our sins are washed away and we are claimed as God’s
own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved
community living out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.

Amen.
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Opening Hymn
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1 Beau -ti - ful Sav - or, King of cre - a - tion,
2 Fair are the mead - ows, fair are the wood - lands,
3 Fair is the sun shine, fair is the moon - light,
4 Beau - ti - ful Sav - o, Lord of the na - tions,
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Son of God and Son of Man!
robed in flow’rs of bloom - ing spring;
bright  the spar - kling stars on high;
Son of God and Son of Man!
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Tru - ly I'd love thee, tru - ly [I'd serve  thee,
Je - sus is fair - er, Je - sus s pur - e,
Je - sus shines bright - er, Je - sus shines pur - er
Glo - ry and hon - or, praise, ad - o - ra - tion,
0 | .
) A S T T f .
> o o & s = I
A | S—to
light of my soul, my Jjoy, my Crown.
he makes our sor - rowing spir - it sing.
than all  the an - gels in the sky.
now and for - ev - er - more be thine!

Text: Gesangbuch, Miinster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904
Music: SCHONSTER HERR JESU, Silesian folk tune, 19th cent.

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop into our hearts. Transfigure us
by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Word

First Reading 2 Kings 2:1-12

Today’s reading centers on the transfer of power and authority from the prophet Elijah to Elisha. Their
travels, which retrace the path of Joshua back to Moab (the place where Moses died) and the parting of the
waters, demonstrate that Elisha and Elijah are legitimate successors of the great prophet Moses.

Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their
way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said,
“As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. The company
of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will
take your master away from you?”” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.”

Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the Lord lives,
and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. The company of prophets who were at
Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away
from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.”

Then Elijjah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the Lord lives,
and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. Fifty men of the company of
prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then
Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the
other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from you.”
Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” He responded, “You have asked a hard thing;
yet, if you see me as [ am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” As they continued
walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a
whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its
horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Augsburg Bell Choir

The Solid Rock William Bradbury (1816-1868)
arr. Bill Ingram



Second Reading 2 Corinthians 4:3-6

The spotlight of Christian ministry is not on the people who carry out ministry but on the Lord Jesus Christ.
Just as God made light shine at creation, God makes the light of Jesus Christ shine in our lives through
Christian ministry.

Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has
blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ,
who is the image of God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as
your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Al-le - lu-ia, al-le-lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia.
Choir Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
All Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Choir This is my Son, my Chosen, listen to him! (Luke 9:35)
All Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Gospel Mark 9:2-9

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the ninth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Mark’s gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would become apparent to Jesus’ followers
after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples are given a vision of God’s glory manifest in the beloved Son.

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by
themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on
earth could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then
Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah.” He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed
them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!”” Suddenly when
they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.

As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until after
the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



Sermon Pastor Miller

Hymn of the Day
Commissioned in 1990 for the 50th anniversary of Saint Luke
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1 Je sus, take wus to the moun-tain where, with Pe - ter,

2 What do you want us to see there, that your close com -

3 What do you want us to hear there, that your dear dis -

4 Take us to that oth - er moun-tain where we see you
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James, and John, We are daz - zled by vyour glo - ry,
pan - ions saw? Your di - vin - i - ty  re-vealed there
ci - ples heard? Once a - gain the  Voice from heav - en
glo - ri - fied, Where You shout - ed "It is  fin- ished!"
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flight as blind - ing as  the sun. There pre - pare us
fills  us with the self - same awe. Clothed in flesh like
says of the In - car - nate Word: "Lis - ten, lis - ten,
where for all the world you died. Hear the stunned cen -
all that we have seen and heard; Say with Pe - ter,
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for the night by the vi-sion of  that sight.

ours You go__ matched to meet our dead - liest Foe.
ev' - ry -one,_ This is my be - lov - ed Son!"
tur - 1 - on:i__ "Tru - ly this was God's___ own Son!"

James, and John:. "You are God's be - lov - ed Son!"

Text: Jaroslav Vajda (1919-2008)
Music: SIILVER SPRING, Carl Schalk (1929-2021)



Apostles’ Creed

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of Intercession

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all people
in need.

After each portion of the prayers:
let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

The prayers conclude:

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who dwells among us,
your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



Thanksgiving

Offering

We invite you to give your offering online at saintlukegive.us or on the Give Plus app.

You may also mail your checks to:

Saint Luke Lutheran Church
9100 Colesville Road
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Music at the offering

Come down, O Love divine,

Seek thou this soul of mine,

And visit it with thine own ardour glowing;
O Comforter, draw neat,

Within my heart appear,

And kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing,.

Let holy charity

Mine outward vesture be,

And lowliness become mine inner clothing:
True lowliness of heart,

Which takes the humbler part,

And o’er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing.

Offering Prayer
Let us pray.

God of hope and generosity, you open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. We open
our hands and return to you what you have first given us. Empower us to share our time, talent and
possessions. Use them to bring peace, justice and comfort to the world; through Jesus Christ we pray.

Amen.

O let it freely burn,

Till earthly passions turn to dust

and ashes in its heat consuming;

And let thy glorious light shine ever in my sight,
And clothe me round, the while my path illuming.

And so the yearning strong

With which the soul will long

Shall far out-pass the pow’r of human telling;
For none can guess its grace,

Till he becomes the place

Where the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling.

Come down, O Love divine
Text: Bianco da Siena (d. 1434) trans. R.F. Littledale
Music: Hilary Tadman-Robins (b. 1947)



The Lord’s Prayer

Please pray in your own preferred language.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

Farewell to the Alleluia

Let us begin the journey from ashes to Easter.
Farewell to the Alleluia for the forty days of Lent.

Please sing the following response.

Padre Nuestro Que estas en los cielos
Santificado sea tu Nombre
Venga a nosostros tu Reino

Hagase tu voluntad asi en la tierra como en el cielo

Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia

Perdona nuestras ofensas
Como nosotros perdonamos a los que nos ofenden
Y no nos dejes caer en la tentacion mas libranos del mal

Porque tuyo es el reino, el poder y la Gloria
Por los siglos de los siglos. Amen

Let us return to the Lord who is merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.
Farewell to the Alleluia for the forty days of Lent.

Please sing the response above.

Let us await with eagerness the resurrection of our Lord.

Farewell to the Alleluia for the forty days of Lent.
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Blessing

God the creator strengthen you;
Jesus the beloved fill you;

Sending

and the Holy Spirit the comforter ¥ keep you in peace.

Amen.

Sending Hymn ELW 316
0 ! I
P —F . ——2 2 ¢
NI ] ] ] | | ] i ]
J T T I T | I T
1 Oh, won - drous im -  age, vi - sion fair of
2 With Mo - ses and E - 1 - jah nigh the in -
3 With  shin - ing face and bright ar - ray, Christ
4 And faith - ful hearts are raised on high by
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glo - ry that the church may share, which Christ up - on the
car - nate Lord holds con - verse high, and from the «cloud, the
deigns to man - 1 - fest to - day what glo - ry shall be
this great vi - sion’smys - ter Y; for which in joy - ful
Ho - ly Spir - 1t ev - er one, Wwe pray you, bring us
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moun-tain  shows, where bright - er than the sun he glows!
Ho - ly One  says, “This 1S my be - lov - ed Son.”
theirs a - bove  who joy in God  with per - fect love.
song we raise the wvoice  of prayer, the hymn of praise.
by  your  grace to  see your glo - 1y face to face.

Text: Sarum, 15th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 18181866, alt.

Music: DEO GRACIAS, English ballad, 15th

Dismissal

Arise, shine, for your light has come.
Go in peace.

Share the gift of Jesus.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Heldenmusik, Organ and Trumpet
No. 12 Die Freude — La Rejouissance

cent.
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G.F. Telemann (1681-1767)
arr. Neil Brown
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