
  

 

Saint Luke Lutheran Church and School 
9100 Colesville Road, Silver Spring, MD 

 
www.saintluke.us | 301-588-4363  

The Transfiguration of our Lord 

 February 14 2021, 9:00 am 

 



2 

 
The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus’ baptism and end with three disciples’ vision of his 
transfiguration. In Mark’s story of Jesus’ baptism, apparently only Jesus sees the Spirit descending and hears 
the words from heaven. But now Jesus’ three closest friends hear the same words naming him God’s Beloved. 
As believers, Paul writes, we are enabled to see the God-light in Jesus’ face, because the same God who 
created light in the first place has shone in our hearts to give us that vision. The light of God’s glory in Jesus 
has enlightened us through baptism and shines in us also for others to see. 
 

 

 

 

Gathering 
 

 

Prelude 
Beautiful Savior                      arr. Robert Hebble (1934-2020) 
Phoenix Processional, Trumpet and Organ              Dan Locklair (b. 1949) 

 

Welcome 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, 
whose voice is upon the waters, 
whose mercy is poured out upon all people, 
whose goodness cascades over all creation. 
 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Holy God, 
you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess that our hearts are 
burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. We turn inward, failing to follow 
your outward way of love. We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the earth and its resources 
and fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and left 
undone. Even before the words are on our tongues, you know them; receive them in your divine mercy. 
Amen. 
 
How vast is God’s grace! 
Through the power and promise of  Christ Jesus, our sins are washed away and we are claimed as God’s 
own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved 
community living out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 
Amen. 
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Opening Hymn                                                                            ELW 838

  

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop into our hearts. Transfigure us 
by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

 

Word 

 

First Reading                          2 Kings 2:1-12  

 
Today’s reading centers on the transfer of power and authority from the prophet Elijah to Elisha. Their 
travels, which retrace the path of Joshua back to Moab (the place where Moses died) and the parting of the 
waters, demonstrate that Elisha and Elijah are legitimate successors of the great prophet Moses. 
 
Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their 
way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, 
“As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. The company 
of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will 
take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
 
Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, 
and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. The company of prophets who were at 
Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away 
from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.” 
 
Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, 
and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. Fifty men of the company of 
prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then 
Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the 
other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
 
When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from you.” 
Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; 
yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” As they continued 
walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a 
whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its 
horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.  
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

 

Augsburg Bell Choir                                 
The Solid Rock                 William Bradbury (1816-1868) 
                           arr. Bill Ingram 
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Second Reading                                   2 Corinthians 4:3-6  

 
The spotlight of Christian ministry is not on the people who carry out ministry but on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Just as God made light shine at creation, God makes the light of Jesus Christ shine in our lives through 
Christian ministry. 
 
Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has 
blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, 
who is the image of God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as 
your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our 
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
      
 
 
 
 
 
Choir   Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
All    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Choir This is my Son, my Chosen, listen to him! (Luke 9:35)  
All    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

 
Gospel                                     Mark 9:2-9  

 
The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the ninth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Mark’s gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would become apparent to Jesus’ followers 
after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples are given a vision of God’s glory manifest in the beloved Son. 
 
Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by 
themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on 
earth could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then 
Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for 
Moses, and one for Elijah.” He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed 
them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” Suddenly when 
they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. 
 
As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until after 
the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon                                                                                                           Pastor Miller 

 

Hymn of the Day                      

Commissioned in 1990 for the 50th anniversary of Saint Luke 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Jaroslav Vajda (1919-2008) 
Music: SIILVER SPRING, Carl Schalk (1929-2021) 
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Apostles’ Creed 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all people 
in need. 

After each portion of the prayers: 
let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 

The prayers conclude: 

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who dwells among us, 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

 

Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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Thanksgiving 

Offering 
We invite you to give your offering online at saintlukegive.us  or on the Give Plus app. 
You may also mail your checks to:  

Saint Luke Lutheran Church 
9100 Colesville Road 

Silver Spring, MD 20910 
 

Music at the offering                  

Come down, O Love divine 
Text: Bianco da Siena (d. 1434) trans. R.F. Littledale 

Music: Hilary Tadman-Robins (b. 1947) 

 

 

Offering Prayer 

Let us pray.  
God of hope and generosity, you open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing.  We open 
our hands and return to you what you have first given us. Empower us to share our time, talent and 
possessions.  Use them to bring peace, justice and comfort to the world; through Jesus Christ we pray.  
Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come down, O Love divine, 
Seek thou this soul of mine,  
And visit it with thine own ardour glowing; 
O Comforter, draw near, 
Within my heart appear, 
And kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 
 
Let holy charity  
Mine outward vesture be,  
And lowliness become mine inner clothing: 
True lowliness of heart, 
Which takes the humbler part, 
And o’er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing. 

O let it freely burn,  
Till earthly passions turn to dust 
and ashes in its heat consuming; 
And let thy glorious light shine ever in my sight, 
And clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 
 
 
And so the yearning strong  
With which the soul will long 
Shall far out-pass the pow’r of human telling; 
For none can guess its grace, 
Till he becomes the place 
Where the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Please pray in your own preferred language. 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Farewell to the Alleluia 
Let us begin the journey from ashes to Easter. 
Farewell to the Alleluia for the forty days of Lent. 
 
Please sing the following response. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Let us return to the Lord who is merciful,  
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 
Farewell to the Alleluia for the forty days of Lent. 
 
Please sing the response above. 
 
Let us await with eagerness the resurrection of our Lord.  
Farewell to the Alleluia for the forty days of Lent. 

Padre Nuestro Que estas en los cielos 
Santificado sea tu Nombre 
Venga a nosostros tu Reino 
Hagase tu voluntad asi en la tierra como en el cielo 
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia  
Perdona nuestras ofensas  
Como nosotros perdonamos a los que nos ofenden  
Y no nos dejes caer en la tentacion mas libranos del mal 
Porque tuyo es el reino, el poder y la Gloria  
Por los siglos de los siglos. Amen  
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Sending 
 

Blessing 
God the creator strengthen you; 
Jesus the beloved fill you; 
and the Holy Spirit the comforter  keep you in peace. 
Amen. 
  

Sending Hymn                             ELW 316 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal 
Arise, shine, for your light has come. 
Go in peace. 
Share the gift of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God.  

 

Postlude 
Heldenmusik, Organ and Trumpet                 G.F. Telemann (1681-1767) 
 No. 12 Die Freude – La Rejouissance                     arr. Neil Brown 
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The Rev. Franklin Morales, Associate Pastor 

Deacon Kyle Warfield, Director of Discipleship and Senior High Ministries  

 

MUSICIANS 

Dr. Alain Truche, Director of Music and Organist 

Neil Brown, Trumpet 

Members from Augsburg Bell Choir 
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Shrove Tuesday Online Pancake Supper 

5:30 p.m. EST 

 

8@8 

Lenten Devotions every morning at 8:00 a.m. EST  beginning Ash Wednesday 

 

Online Ash  Wednesday Liturgy  

7:00 p.m. EST 

 

 

 

www.saintlukeonline.us  
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