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The second covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the one made with Abraham and Sarah: God’s promise
to make them the ancestors of many, with whom God will remain in everlasting covenant. Paul says this
promise comes to all who share Abraham’s faith in the God who brings life into being where there was no
life. We receive this baptismal promise of resurrection life in faith. Sarah and Abraham receive new names as
a sign of the covenant, and we too get new identities in baptism, as we put on Christ.

Gathering

Prelude
Prelude in B minor, BWV 544 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

Welcome

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God,
the keeper of the covenant,

the source of steadfast love,

our rock and our redeemer.

Amen.

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is full of
compassion.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Fountain of living water,

pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. Rebuild what we have ruined
and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in
the way of Jesus, as healers and restorers of the world you so love.

Amen.

Beloved, God’s word never fails.

The promise rests on grace:

by the saving love of Jesus Christ,

the wisdom and power of God,

your sins are *¥ forgiven, and God remembers them no more.
Journey in the way of Jesus.

Amen.
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Entrance Hymn
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I The God of A-br’ham praise, who reigns en-throned a - bove;
2 The God of A-brham praise! At your su-preme com - mand
3 The God of A-br’ham praise! Your all - suf - fi - cient grace
4 Your prom-ise you have sworn; | on your oath de - pend.
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An - cient of ev - er - last-ing days, and God of love—
from earth [ rise and seek the joys at your right hand.
shall guide me all my pil - grim days in all my ways.
I shall, on ea - gle wings up-borne, to  heav’n as - cend.
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“1 Am the One I Am”— by earth and heav’'n con - fessed;
1 all on earth for-sake— its wis - dom, fame, and pow’'r—
You deign to call me friend; you call your-self my God!
I shall be - hold your face; |1 shall your powr a - dore,
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I bow and bless the sa - cred name for - ev - er blest.
and you my on -ly por - tion make, my shield and tow'r.
And you will save me to the end through Je - sus’ blood.
and sing the won-ders of your grace for - ev - er - more.

5 Though nature’s strength decay,
and earth and hell withstand,
to Canaan’s bounds I urge my way
at your command.
The wat’ry deep I pass,
with Jesus in my view,
and through the howling wilderness
my way pursue.

6 The goodly land I see,
with peace and plenty blest;
a land of sacred liberty
and endless rest.
There milk and honey flow,
and oil and wine abound,
and trees of life forever grow
with mercy crowned.

7 Before the great Three-One

the saints exulting stand

and tell the wonders God has done
through all their land.

The list’ning spheres attend

and swell the growing fame

and sing the songs which never end,
the wondrous name.

8 The whole triumphant host

give thanks to God on high.

“Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!”
they ever cry.

Hail, Abr'’ham’s God and mine!

I join the heav’nly lays:

to you be glory, might divine,

and endless praise!

Text: Thomas Olivers, 1725-1799, alt., based on the Yigdal, c¢. 14th cent.

Music:

YicpaL, Jewish melody; arr. Meyer Lyon, 1751-1797



Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie
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In peace, in peace,let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - ¢y. Christ, have mer-cy. Lord, have mer - cy.
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word,let us  pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy. Christ, have mer-cy. Lord, have
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Text: Lutheran Book ofWorship, adapt. Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: Now the Feast and Celebration, Marty Haugen
Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.
O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death to be for us the means

of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
Amen.



Word

First Reading Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16

As with Noah, God makes an everlasting covenant with Abraham and Sarah. God promises this old couple
that they will be the ancestors of nations, though they have no child together. God will miraculously bring
forth new life from Sarah’s womb. The name changes emphasize the firmness of God’s promise.

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am God Almighty;
walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant between me and you, and will make you
exceedingly numerous.” Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, “As for me, this is my covenant
with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be Abram, but your
name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will make you
exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. I will establish my
covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting
covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.”

God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will
bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of
peoples shall come from her.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 22:23-31

The Choir sings the refrain first, please sing the second time. The refrain will be sung again once after the
psalm verses. It is indicated by an R.
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We be-held him des-pised and re-ject - ed, a man of sor-rows, and ac-quaint - ed with grief.
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BPraise the Lord, you that fear him;

stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel,
all you of Jacob’s line, give glory.

*For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty;
neither does he hide his face from them;
but when they cry to him he hears them.

*My praise is of him in the great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him.
and teach me your paths.

*The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
and those who seek the Lord shall praise him:
“May your heart live for ever!”
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27 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord,
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.

*For kingship belongs to the Lord;
he rules over the nations.

*To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship;
all who go down to the dust fall before him.

**My soul shall live for him;
my descendants shall serve him,;
they shall be known as the Lord’s for ever..

3They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn
the saving deeds that he has done. R

Second Reading Romans 4:13-25

Paul presents Abraham as the example for how a person comes into a right relationship with God not through
works of the law but through faith. Though Abraham and Sarah were far too old for bearing children,
Abraham trusted that God would accomplish what God had promised to accomplish.

The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law
but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and
the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his
descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the
father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God
in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. Hoping
against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So
numerous shall your descendants be.” He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which
was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of
Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as
he gave glory to God, being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. Therefore his faith
“was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his
sake alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the
dead, who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Choir: May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world is
crucified to me, and I to the world. (Gal. 6:14)



Gospel Mark 8:31-38

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the eighth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his disciples for the first time what is to
come. Peter’s response indicates that he does not yet understand the way of the cross that Jesus will travel.

[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders,
the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.He said all this quite openly.
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter
and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those
who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain
the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Miller
Hymn of the Day ELW 750
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1 Lord, thee I love with all my heart; I pray thee, ne’er from me de-part;
2 Yea, Lord,thine own rich boun-ty gave my bod -y, soul, and all 1 have
3 Lord, let at last thine an-gels come, to  A-br’ham’s bos-om bear me home,
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with ten-der mer-cy cheer me. Earth has no plea-sure [ would share,
in  this poor life of la - bor. Lord, grant that [ in ev-'ry place
that [ may die un-fear - ing; and in its nar-row cham-ber keep
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yea, heav’'n it-self were void and bare if thou, Lord, were not near me.
may glo - ri-fy thy lav-ish grace and serve and help my neigh - bor.
my bod - y safe in peace-ful sleep un - til thy re - ap - pear - ing.
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And should my heart for sor-row break, my trust
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in thee can noth-ing shake.

Let no falseteach-ing me be-guile, let Sa - tan not my soul de - file.
And then from death a-wak-en me, that these mine eyes with joy may see,

n | Il J I }

7 v | - |

o—r -

\\1% | | | I | 1 ! !

J | ' | l | |
Thou art the por - tion I have sought; thy pre - cious
Give strength and pa - tience un - to me to bear my
O Son of  God, thy glo - rious face, my Sav - ior
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blood my soul has bought. Lord Je - sus
cross and fol - low thee. Lord Je - sus
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Christ, my God and Lord,
Christ, my God and Lord,

and my fount of grace. Lord Je - sus  Christ, my prayer at - tend,
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my God and Lord, for - sake me not!

I trust thy word.

my God and Lord, in death thy com - fort still af - ford.
my prayer at - tend, and [ will praise thee with - out end!

Text: Martin Schalling, 1532-1608; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: HERZLICH LIEB, B. Schmid, Orgeltabulaturbuch, 1577

Apostles’ Creed

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen



Prayers of Intercession
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need.

After the words “we come to you”, please sing the following response.
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O Lord, hear our prayer we of-fer up to you; O Lord, hear our prayer.

Text and music: Ralph C. Sappington, b. 1952
Text and music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.

The prayers conclude:
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Thanksgiving
Offering

We invite you to give your offering online at saintlukegive.us or on the Give Plus app.
You may also mail your checks to:

Saint Luke Lutheran Church
9100 Colesville Road
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Music at the offering

O holy Jesus, most merciful redeemer, friend, and brother,
may I know thee more clearly, love thee more dearly,
and follow thee more nearly. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Richard of Chichester
Music: L.J. White
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Offering Prayer

Let us pray.

God of the wilderness, we come to you in gratitude for the abundance you bestow on us. Empower us to
share the gifts you have given us. Use these offerings to bring peace, justice and comfort to the world;
through Jesus Christ we pray.

Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Please pray in your own preferred language.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Padre Nuestro Que estas en los cielos

Santificado sea tu Nombre

Venga a nosostros tu Reino

Hagase tu voluntad asi en la tierra como en el cielo
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia

Perdona nuestras ofensas

Como nosotros perdonamos a los que nos ofenden

Y no nos dejes caer en la tentacion mas libranos del mal
Porque tuyo es el reino, el poder y la Gloria

Por los siglos de los siglos. Amen

Sending

Blessing

You are what God made you to be:

created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved,

freed to serve your neighbor.

God bless you & that you may be a blessing,
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.
Amen.
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Sending Hymn ELW 802
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1 Let us ev - er walk with Je-sus, fol-low his ex - am - ple pure,
2 Let us suf-fer here with Je-sus, and with pa-tience bear our cross.
3 Let us glad-ly die with Je-sus. Sinceby deathhe con-quered death,
4 Let us al - so live with Je-sus. He has ris-en from the dead
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through a world that would de-ceive us and to sin our spir-its lure.
Joy will fol - low all our sad-ness; where he is there is no loss.
he will free wus from de-struc-tion, give to us im-mor-tal breath.
that to life we may a-wak-en. Je - sus, you are now our head,
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On - ward in his foot-steps tread-ing, trav - ’lers here, our home a - bove,
Though to-day we sow no laugh-ter, we shall reap ce - les - tial joy:
Let wus mor-ti - fy all pas-sion that would lead us in - to sin;
we are your own liv-ing mem-bers; where you live, there we shall be
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full of faith and hope and love, let wus do our Sav-ior’s bid-ding.
all dis-com-forts that an - noy shall give way to mirth here - af - ter.
and the grave that shuts us in shall but prove the gate of heav-en.
in your pres-ence con -stant - ly, liv - ing there with you for - ev - er.
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Faith-ful Lord, with me a - bide; I shall fol - low where you guide.
Je - sus, here 1 share your woe; help me there your joy to know.
Je - sus, here with you I die, there to live with you on high
Je - sus, let me faith - ful be; life e - ter - nal grant to me.

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-1681; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, alt.
Music: LASSET UNS MIT JESU ZIEHEN, Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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Dismissal

Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Fugue in B minor, BWV 544 Johann Sebastian Bach
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