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God promises Jeremiah that a “new covenant” will be made in the future: a covenant that will allow all the
people to know God by heart. The church sees this promise fulfilled in Christ, who draws all people to himself
when he is lifted up on the cross. Our baptismal covenant draws us to God’s heart through Christ and draws
God’s love and truth into our hearts. We join together in worship, sharing in word, song, and meal, and leave
strengthened to share God’s love with all the world.

Gathering

Prelude Augsburg Bell Choir
Meditations on the Cross Martyrdom, Hamburg, and Rathbun, arr. Michael Helman
Welcome

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God,
the keeper of the covenant,

the source of steadfast love,

our rock and our redeemer.

Amen.

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is full of
compassion.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Fountain of living water,

pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. Rebuild what we have ruined
and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in
the way of Jesus, as healers and restorers of the world you so love.

Amen.

Beloved, God’s word never fails.

The promise rests on grace:

by the saving love of Jesus Christ,

the wisdom and power of God,

your sins are ¥ forgiven, and God remembers them no more.
Journey in the way of Jesus.

Amen.



Entrance Hymn
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1 E - ter - nal Lord of love, be - hold your church
2 So dai - ly dy - ing to the way of self,
3 If dead in you, SO in  you we a - rise,
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walk - ing once more the pil - grim way of Lent,
SO dai - ly liv - ing in  your way of love,
you the first - born of all  the faith - ful dead;
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led by your cloud by day, by night your fire,
we walk the road, Lord Je - sus, that you trod,
and as through ston - vy ground the green shoots break,
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moved by your love and toward your pres - ence bent:
know - ing our - selves bap - tized in - to your death:
glo - rious in spring - time dress of leaf and flow'r,
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far off yet here— the goal of all de - sire.
SO we are dead and live with you in God.
SO in - to life and glo - ry shall we wake.

Text: Thomas H. Cain, 1931-2003

Music: OLD 124TH, Trente quatre pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551
Text © Thomas H. Cain. Used by permission of estate.

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our prayers. Strengthen us to
bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Word

First Reading Jeremiah 31:31-34

The Judeans in Babylon blamed their exile on their ancestors, who had broken the covenant established at
Sinai. Here the prophet looks to a day when God will make a new covenant with the people. There will be no
need to teach the law, because God will write it on their hearts.

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the
house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand
to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord.
But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my
law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No
longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from
the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no
more.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm Psalm 51:1-12

The Choir sings the refrain first, please sing the second time. The refrain will be sung again once after the
psalm verses. It is indicated by an R.
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Cre - ate__ in____ me a clean heart, O___ God,
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and re-new a right spi - rit with - in me.
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"Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-kindness;
in your great compassion blot out my offenses.

*Wash me through and through from my wickedness
and cleanse me from my sin.

*For I know my transgressions,
and my sin is ever before me.

*Against you only have I sinned
and done what is evil in your sight.

>And so you are justified when you speak
and upright in your judgment.

SIndeed, I have been wicked from my birth,
a sinner from my mother’s womb.

"For behold, you look for truth deep within me,
and will make me understand wisdom secretly.

*Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure;
wash me, and I shall be clean indeed.

’Make me hear of joy and gladness,
that the body you have broken may rejoice.

"’Hide your face from my sins
and blot out all my iniquities.

"'Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.

2Cast me not away from your presence
and take not your holy Spirit from me. R



Second Reading Hebrews 5:5-10

Using priestly imagery and references to the Old Testament, the author explains how Christ lived in trusting
obedience to God, and so God has made Christ the source of our eternal salvation.

Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said to him,
“You are my Son,
today I have begotten you”;
as he says also in another place,
“You are a priest forever,
according to the order of Melchizedek.”

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who
was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. Although he was a
Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; and having been made perfect, he became the source of
eternal salvation for all who obey him, having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of
Melchizedek.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Choir: Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains a single grain; but if it dies, it bears
much fruit. John 12:24)

Gospel John 12:20-33

The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the twelfth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last time to celebrate the Passover festival. Here Jesus’ words about seeds
planted in the ground turn the disaster of his death into the promise of a harvest in which everyone will be
gathered.

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to Philip, who was
from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then
Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be
glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single
grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this
world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant
be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason
that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it,
and I will glorify it again.” The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An
angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the
judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the
earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



Sermon Pastor Miller

Hymn of the Day ELW 759
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1 My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Cal - va - ry,
2 May thy rich grace im - part strength to my faint - ing heart,
3 While life’s dark maze I tread and griefs a - round me spread,
4 When ends life’s tran - sient dream, when death’s cold, sul - len stream
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Sav - ior di - vine! Now hear me while [ pray, take all my
my zeal in - spire; as  thou hast died for me, oh, may my
be thou my guide; bid dark-ness turn to day, wipe sor-row’s
shall o’er me roll; blest Sav -ior, then, in love fear and dis -
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guilt a-way, oh, let me from this day be whol - ly thine!
love to thee  pure, warm, and change-less be, a liv - ing fire!
tears a-way, nor let me ev - er stray from thee a - side.
trust re-move; oh, bear me safe a-bove, a ran - somed soul!

Text: Ray Palmer, 1808—1887
Music: OLIVET, Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

Apostles’ Creed

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen



Prayers of Intercession
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need.

After the words “we come to you”, please sing the following response.
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O Lord, hear our prayer we of-fer up to you; O Lord, hear our prayer.
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Text and music: Ralph C. Sappington, b. 1952
Text and music @ 1999 Augsburg Fortress.

The prayers conclude:
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Thanksgiving
Offering

We invite you to give your offering online at saintlukegive.us or on the Give Plus app.
You may also mail your checks to:

Saint Luke Lutheran Church
9100 Colesville Road
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Music at the offering

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away, cast me not from thy presence;
and take not thy Holy Spirit from me.

Grant unto me the joy of thy salvation;
uphold me with thy free Spirit.

Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God
Text: Psalm 51:10-12
Music: Paul Bouman (1918-2019)



Offering Prayer

Let us pray.

God of the wilderness, we come to you in gratitude for the abundance you bestow on us. Empower us to
share the gifts you have given us. Use these offerings to bring peace, justice and comfort to the world;
through Jesus Christ we pray.

Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Please pray in your own preferred language.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, Padre Nuestro Que estas en los cielos
hallowed be thy name, Santificado sea tu Nombre
thy kingdom come, Venga a nosostros tu Reino
thy will be done, Hagase tu voluntad asi en la tierra como en el cielo
on earth as it is in heaven. Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia
Give us this day our daily bread; Perdona nuestras ofensas
and forgiv.e us our trespasses, Como nosotros perdonamos a los que nos ofenden
as we forgive th0§e Y no nos dejes caer en la tentacion mas libranos del mal
who trespass against us; Porque tuyo es el reino, el poder y la Gloria
and lead us not into temptation, Por los siglos de los siglos. Amen

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Sending

Blessing

You are what God made you to be:

created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved,

freed to serve your neighbor.

God bless you & that you may be a blessing,
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.
Amen.



Sending Hymn

ELW 328

0 1.
Yo I . I
= EEESE SR
J _‘_ I T T
1 Re - store us, O God, the of your love; re
2 0 Spir - it, wake in us the of your pow'’r; from
3 Bring us, O Christ, to share the of your joy; bap -
4 Three-per - soned God, ful - fill the of your grace, that
0 1. i i | |
Gt s
J — ' -
new your im-age in  our hearts,and all re - move.

fruit-less fear un - furl

tize us
we,

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944
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when all

the s - en

Music: BAYLOR, Hal H. Hopson, b. 1933

Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company.
Music © 1985 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Special Congregational Meeting

Dismissal

Go in peace. Remember the poor.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Fanfare on “Olivet”

life

10

you face

our lives like spring-time bud and flow’r.
that death can - not
our search-ing ends, may see

de - stroy.
face.

David Blackwell (b. 1961)
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