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This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of friendship. We are called to 
serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of servanthood is too hierarchical, too 
distant, to capture the essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep mutuality of 
the relationship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks believed that true friends are willing to die for each 
other. This is the mutual love of Christian community commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit. 
 

 

 

 

 

Gathering 
 

 

Prelude 
Partita on Noël Nouvelet                                                                                Franklin D. Ashdown (b. 1942) 

 

Welcome 
 

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
 
We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death to life, from tears 
to joy. We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains 
to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with strangers. Breathe 
your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. Send us 
companions on our journey as we share your life. Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us 
with life. To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Entrance Hymn                         ELW 379 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeting 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Canticle of Praise                    
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Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into our hearts such love 
for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we can desire; 
through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

 

Word 

 

First Reading                                       Acts 10:44-48  

 
While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the Holy Spirit comes upon 
them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives of both Jews and Gentiles, Peter commands 
that these Gentiles also be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 
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While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The circumcised believers 
who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the 
Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, “Can anyone withhold 
the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” So he ordered them 
to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days.  
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

 

Psalm                                     Psalm 98 

The Choir introduces the refrain; the congregation repeats it. The Choir then alternates with the congregation 
on the verses. Subsequent refrains are sung only once by all, at the places indicated by R. 
 

 

Refrain 

 

 

 

Tone 

                              
 

 

1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done | marvelous things, 
 whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory. 
2O LORD, you have made | known your victory, 
 you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the nations. 
 
3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | house of Israel; 
 all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God. 
4Shout with joy to the LORD, | all you lands; 
 lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing.   R 
 
5Sing to the LORD | with the harp, 
 with the harp and the | voice of song. 
6With trumpets and the sound | of the horn 
 shout with joy before the | king, the LORD. 
 
 
7Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it, 
 the world and those who | dwell therein. 
8Let the rivers | clap their hands, 
 and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD,  
who comes to | judge the earth. 
 
9The LORD will judge the | world with righteousness 
 and the peo- | ples with equity.   R 
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Second Reading                                       1 John 5:1-6  

 
God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s commandments. Thus the 
world is conquered not through military might but through love and faith. 
 
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the parent loves 
the child. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 
For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, for 
whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is 
it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
 
This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the water and the 
blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Choir   Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
All    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Choir Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to 

them and make our home with them. (John 14:23)  
All    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 

Gospel                                   John 15:9-17  

 
The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the fifteenth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help them in the days ahead. Here, 
he repeats the most important of all his commands, that they love one another. 
 
[Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his 
love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 
 
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to 
lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you 
servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, 
because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I 



8 

 
chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you 
whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

Sermon                                                                                                           Pastor Miller  

 
 

Hymn of the Day                             ELW 358 
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Nicene Creed 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things 
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 
 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises to 
hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
 
After each portion of the prayers: 
God of life 
Hear our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude: 
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

Peace 

The risen Christ stood among the disciples and said, “Peace be with you.” 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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Thanksgiving 

Offering 
We invite you to give your offering online at saintlukegive.us  or on the Give Plus app. 
You may also mail your checks to:  

Saint Luke Lutheran Church 
9100 Colesville Road 

Silver Spring, MD 20910 
 

Music at the offering                  

 

My eyes for beauty pine, 
My soul for Goddës grace: 

No other care nor hope is mine, 
to heaven I turn my face. 

 
One splendour thence is shed 

From all the stars above: 
Tis named when Goddës name is said, 

'Tis Love, 'tis heavenly Love. 
 

And every gentle heart, 
That burns with true desire, 

Is lit from eyes that mirror part 
Of that celestial fire. 

 
My Eyes For Beauty Pine 

Text: Robert Bridges (1844-1930) 
Music: Herbert Howells (1892-1983) 

 

 

Offering Prayer 

Let us pray.  
Everlasting God, the whole universe sings a new song of praise; the rivers clap their hands, the hills 
ring out for joy.  As you have raised us to new life in Christ, we offer to you these gifts, signs of your 
love you have first given us.  Use these gifts and each of us to raise our voices and cry out for justice, 
proclaiming resurrection joy wherever your Spirit leads us. In Jesus’ name we boldly pray. 
Amen.  
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Padre Nuestro Que estas en los cielos 
Santificado sea tu Nombre 
Venga a nosostros tu Reino 
Hagase tu voluntad asi en la tierra como en el cielo 
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia  
Perdona nuestras ofensas  
Como nosotros perdonamos a los que nos ofenden  
Y no nos dejes caer en la tentacion mas libranos del mal 
Porque tuyo es el reino, el poder y la Gloria  
Por los siglos de los siglos. Amen  

The Lord’s Prayer 
Please pray in your own preferred language. 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sending 
 

Blessing 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
The God of life, 
Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                             ELW 836 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

Postlude     
Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee               Hymn to Joy, arr. Wayne Wold (b. 1954) 
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WORSHIP LEADERS 
PRESIDING MINISTER  

The Rev. Connie A. Miller, Senior Pastor 

 

ASSISTING MINISTER 

Deacon Kyle Warfield, Director of Discipleship and Senior High Ministries  

 

MUSICIANS 

Dr. Alain Truche, Director of Music and Organist 

Members from Schola Cantorum 
 Jill Larson Soprano 
 Becky Unkenholz, Soprano 
 Carol Bennett, Alto 
 
 
 
 
 
      Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006, administered by Augsburg Fortress.  

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license # 3174-W. 

Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons, Year B 2020-2021, copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress.  

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license # 4182-C. 

OneLicense.net streaming license A-701360  

 

 

 

 

Reminder: 

Saint Luke Annual Meeting 

Online 

Sunday, May 16, 11:30 a.m. 

 

Details and link sent swill be sent this week. 
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