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The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient images of the tree of life.
We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power of God better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed.
It’s not the way we expect divine activity to look. Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross around which we
gather, the tree into which we are grafted through baptism, the true vine that nourishes us with its fruit in the
cup we share. It may not appear all that impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a power beyond
our understanding.

Gathering

Prelude

Cello Suite no. 5 in C minor, BWV 1011 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
I. Prelude

Welcome

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of mercy.
Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our provider,

help us.

It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when they differ from the ways of
the world in which we live. We turn to our own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take
offense at your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us
the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world.

Amen.

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By Jesus, the worker of
miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, & the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy:
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.

Amen.



Entrance Hymn
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1 Al-might-y God, your word is cast like seed in - to the ground;
2 Let not the sly sa - tan-ic foe this ho - ly seed re - move,
3 Let not the world’s de - ceit - ful cares the ris - ing plant de - stroy,

4 So when the pre- cious seed 1is

sown, life - giv - ing grace be - stow,

O ] | ] ] [l
P A ] | ] f I ] | I | f Il
| | | I | [ |
%@w ’ r r ? o — C —— e ¢ L, o
now let the dew of heav'n de-scend and righ-teous fruits a - bound.
but give it root in ev-'ry heart to bring forth fruits of love.
but let it yield a hun-dred-fold the fruits of peace and joy.
that all whose souls the truth re - ceive its sav - ing pow’r may know.

Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.
Music: ST. FLAVIAN, I. Day, Psalter, 1562

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



Hymn of Praise
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sin a-way for - ev - er Stretch out your arms to
liv - ing God we claim you: we wor - ship you, Lord
n Il ] Il
y | I ] I I ] I I ] |
o 4o o @ £ [ £ ja 4 o
J T | ' |
heav -en’s king, we wor - ship you, our thanks we sing, we
ev - 'ry land, and, as you reign at God’s right hand, te -
Je - sus Chrst, with God the Spir - it ev - er Dblest, in
n 1 1 ]
Yy | I I I ] ] I I ] I ]
o a—r 77— — = a—— I
[7) o ¢ bl I b [#.10
J | " |
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ceive our prayer; have mer - cy.
God the Fa - ther’s glo - ry. A men.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into yourself and nurture our growth,
that we may bear your truth and love to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



Word

First Reading Ezekiel 17:22-24

Tree imagery is used in a messianic prophecy to tell how the LORD will choose someone from Judah’s royal
family (the cedar tree) to reign over all creation. This tree will be planted on Mount Zion, the location of the
holy temple.

Thus says the Lord God: I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar; I will set it out. I will break
off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs; I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. On
the mountain height of Israel I will plant it, in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and become a
noble cedar. Under it every kind of bird will live; in the shade of its branches will nest winged creatures of

every kind. All the trees of the field shall know that I am the Lord. I bring low the high tree, I make high the
low tree; I dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. I the Lord have spoken; I will accomplish it.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15
Refrain: Aaron David Miller

The cantor introduces the refrain; please sing the second time. The verses are sung in alternation; verses
sung by the congregation are printed in bold. Subsequent refrains are sung only once by all, at the places
indicated by R.
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It is a good thing to give thanks ! to the LORD,
to sing praise to your name, ' O Most High;
’to herald your love ' in the morning
and your faithful- ' ness at night;

3on the psaltery, and | on the lyre,
and to the melody ! of the harp.
*For you have made me glad by your ' acts, O LORD;
and I shout for joy because of the works ' of your hands. R

"The righteous shall flourish ' like a palm tree,
and shall spread abroad like a ce- | dar of Lebanon.
“Those who are planted in the house ' of the LORD
shall flourish in the courts ' of our God;

"they shall still bear fruit ' in old age;
they shall be ' green and succulent;

Pthat they may show how up- ' right the LORD is,
my rock, in whom there is ' no injustice. R

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17

Paul encourages believers to live by faith and not by sight. We do not consider Jesus from a human
perspective but through the eyes of faith, believing he died for all and was raised. All who are in Christ are
now in God’s new creation.

So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are away from
the Lord—for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from
the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him.
For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has
been done in the body, whether good or evil.



Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are well known to God,
and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences. We are not commending ourselves to you again,
but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast in outward
appearance and not in the heart. For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is
for you. ] For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all
have died. And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who
died and was raised for them.

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ
from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new
creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

_Q & pr— |

- 2 - i T — I
: -

A3V, 4 S ~

jp——

R d

[® )

Al-le-lu-ia, al - le - lu-ia, al -le-1lu - ia.

Cantor  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

All Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Cantor ~ Welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the power to save your souls. (James 1:21)
All Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel Mark 4:26-34

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the fourth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary people as they are able to hear and understand. Images of
sowing and growing show the vitality of God’s kingdom.

[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and would sleep and rise
night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The earth produces of itself, first
the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his
sickle, because the harvest has come.”

He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? It is like a
mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown
it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can
make nests in its shade.”

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 34he did not speak to them
except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



Sermon

Pastor Zawistoski
Hymn of the Day ELW 679
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I For the fruit of all cre - a - tion, be to God.
2 In the just re - ward of la - bor, will is done.
3 For the har- vests of the Spir - it, be to God.
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For these gifts to  ev ry na - tion, be to  God.

In the help we give  our neigh-bor, will is done.
For the good we all in - her - it, be to God.
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For the plow-ing, sow-ing,reap-ing, si- lent growth while we are sleep-ing,
In our world-wide task of car-ing for the hun - gry and de - spair-ing,
For the won - ders that as-toundus, for the truths that still con-found us,
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fu - ture needs in

n the har - vests

most of all, that

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000

earth’s safe-keep-ing, thanks
are shar-ing,
has found us,

we
love

Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

be to  God.
will 1s done.
be to  God.



Apostles’ Creed

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Let us come before the triune God in prayer.
After each portion of the prayers:

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
Amen.

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



Thanksgiving
Offering

We invite you to give your offering online at saintlukegive.us or on the Give Plus app.
You may also mail your checks to:

Saint Luke Lutheran Church
9100 Colesville Road
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Music at the offering

Cello Suite no. 5 in C minor, BWV 1011 Johann Sebastian Bach
VI. Gigue

Offering Prayer

Let us pray.

O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her child with arms open wide.
Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower us in faithful service to tend to others with this
same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving grace.

Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Please pray in your own preferred language.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Padre Nuestro Que estas en los cielos

Santificado sea tu Nombre

Venga a nosostros tu Reino

Hagase tu voluntad asi en la tierra como en el cielo
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia

Perdona nuestras ofensas

Como nosotros perdonamos a los que nos ofenden

Y no nos dejes caer en la tentacion mas libranos del mal
Porque tuyo es el reino, el poder y la Gloria

Por los siglos de los siglos. Amen

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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Sending

Blessing

The blessing of God,
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
¥ be upon you now and forever.

Amen.
Sending Hymn ELW 833
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ev - er I might be, what great things God has done for me!
bod - y, join to raise  with heart-felt joy your mak - er’s praise!
show forth praise a - lone. Join me to make God’s glo - ry known!
pow’rs can nev - er quite de - clare the won-ders of God’s might!

you with joy-ful cry ten thou-sand hal - le - lu - jahs high!

Text: Johann Mentzer, 1658-1734: tr. composjtg
Music: O DASS ICH TAUSEND ZUNGEN HATTE, Johann B. Konig, 1691-1758
Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress



Dismissal

Go in peace.
You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Oh, That I Had A Thousand Voices O Dass Ich Tausend Zungen Hiitte, arr. Jeftey Blersh
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