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The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season with a celebration of God’s glory revealed in the person of 
Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all nations and people. Like the light of the star that guided the 
magi to Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we are: children of God who are claimed and washed in the waters of baptism. We are 
sent out to be beacons of the light of Christ, sharing the good news of God’s love to all people. 
 

 

 

 

GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE 

Chorale Prelude on “Wie Schön Leuchtet”                              Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707)  

 

WELCOME 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Please stand. The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 

 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, 
who sends the word with angels, 
who is made flesh among all peoples, 
and who breathes peace on all the earth. 
Amen. 
 
In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Holy God, 
we confess our sin before you. We replace compassion with competition. We seek what is mighty 
while ignoring the meek. We are quick to anger but slow to forgive. We have not put on love in 
harmony with you. Wrap us in the grace of your powerful Word. Swaddle our hearts with your peace, 
that all we do, in word or deed, may reflect your love born among us. 
Amen. 
 
 
I bring you good news of great joy for all people: God has come among us in the child born of Mary, Christ 
the Lord.  In Christ your sins are forgiven and you are clothed in peace. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN ●  ELW 308                                      
O Morning Star, how fair and bright!                                                Wie schön leuchtet 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ, the love of God,  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 

 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 
O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us now by faith to 
know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

 

WORD 

FIRST READING                               Isaiah 60:1-6 
Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because the light of God’s presence is in her midst. The bountiful food 
of the sea and the profits of international trade will come streaming to Jerusalem and thereby declare God’s praise. 

 
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. For darkness shall cover 
the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. 
Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
 
Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far 
away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart 
shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall 
come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from 
Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
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PSALMODY                          Psalm 72: 1-7, 10-14 

The Cantor introduces the refrain.  The people sing the second time.  Please sing the verses in bold. Antiphons are sung once where 
indicated. 
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SECOND READING                                  Ephesians 3:1-12 
What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known through the gospel ministry of Paul and others. In Christ both 
Jews and Gentiles participate in the richness of God’s promised salvation. 
 

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—for surely you have 
already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, and how the mystery was made 
known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my 
understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this mystery was not made known to 
humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles 
have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the 
gospel. 
 
Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by the working 
of his power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles 
the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden 
for ages in God who created all things; so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might 
now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the 
eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness 
and confidence through faith in him. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

GOSPEL                             Matthew 2:1-12  

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the second chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. Strangers from a faraway land, they welcome the 
long-awaited messiah of Israel. 

 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 
Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its 
rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem 
with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
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 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
 for from you shall come a ruler 
  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 

 
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 
Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, 
bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 
When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 
they left for their own country by another road. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                                                                                                Pastor Miller 
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HYMN OF THE DAY ● ACS 914 

Jesus, the Light of the world                   We’ll walk in the light 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NICENE CREED 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
 Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven; was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became truly 
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all in need. 
 
After each portion of the prayers: 
God of light, 
receive our prayer. 
 
The prayers conclude: 
Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you, confident of your grace and 
love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen 

 
 
PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

 

THANKSGIVING 
OFFERING 

We invite you to give your offering online at saintlukegive.us  then click Giving or on the Give Plus app. 
You may also mail your checks to:  

Saint Luke Lutheran Church 
9100 Colesville Road 

Silver Spring, MD 20910 
 

                 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY                              

Light Shines Through                                                                                                            Martin How (b. 1931) 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.  
Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring the riches 
of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others. With the trees of 
the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Please pray in your own preferred language. 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

Jesus is the promised Savior, born of Mary. May his birth among us renew our hope. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Padre Nuestro Que estas en los cielos 
Santificado sea tu Nombre 
Venga a nosostros tu Reino 
Hagase tu voluntad asi en la tierra como en el cielo 
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia  
Perdona nuestras ofensas  
Como nosotros perdonamos a los que nos ofenden  
Y no nos dejes caer en la tentacion mas libranos del mal 
Porque tuyo es el reino, el poder y la Gloria  
Por los siglos de los siglos. Amen  
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SENDING HYMN ● ELW 303 

Brightest and best of the stars                                                                                          Morning star 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

Arise, shine, for your light has come. 
Go in peace. 
Share the gift of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE 

O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright                                            Johann Ludwig Krebs (1713-1780)  
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WORSHIP LEADERS 
PRESIDING MINISTER  

The Rev. Connie A. Miller, Senior Pastor 

 

ASSISTING MINISTERS 

The Rev. Franklin Morales, Associate Pastor 

Deacon Kyle Warfield, Director of Discipleship and Senior High Ministries  

 

MUSICIANS 

Dr. Alain Truche, Director of Music and Organist 

 

 

 

 

Poinsettia Food Card Dedication 

 

Ruth Moorman in honor of her children: Lisa, Penny, Abby, and Anders, and her grandchildren: Charles, Eleanor, 
Avery and Finn, in honor of her entire extended family, especially the Nuss Family,  and in remembrance of 
Arthur Moorman. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006, administered by Augsburg Fortress.  
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license # 3174-W. 

Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons, Year B 2020-2021, copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress.  
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license # 4182-C. 

OneLicense.net streaming license A-701360  
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at Saint Luke Lutheran 

January 2, 2022 

Upcoming Commemorations 

Adrian of Canterbury, teacher, died around 710 
(TFF) 

Sunday, January 9, 2022 

African by birth, Adrian (or Hadrian) worked with 
Theodore, archbishop of Canterbury, in developing 
the church in England. He was director of a school 
at which church leaders were trained. 

Martin Luther King Jr., renewer of society, mar-
tyr, died 1968 

Saturday, January 15, 2022 

An American prophet of justice among races and 
nations, King was an eloquent preacher, a leader of 
the nonviolent resistance to race-segregated society, 
and recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. Born 
on this date, he was assassinated on April 4, 1968. 

 
EPIPHANY SUNDAY 

02 
JAN 

8:45 am Worship,  streaming online 

 
THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 

09 
JAN 

8:45 am Worship, in person & streaming online 

10:15 am Faith Formation in person 

11:15 am Worship,  in person  

5: 00 pm San Lucas Misa, Online 
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HYMN NOTES 

O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright! 

Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608 

Called the “Queen of the Chorales” (the King is “Wake, awake, for night is flying”), the words and melody were written by the pas-

tor in Westphalia under the title “A Spiritual bridal song of the believing soul, concerning her Heavenly Bridegroom, founded on the 

45th Psalm of the Prophet David.” Although the meter is exotic, there is much repetition of melodic material which makes the tune 

easy to learn and remember.  It is a popular hymn for Lutheran weddings..—Hymn Notes for Church Bulletins 

 

 

Brightest and best of the stars 

Reginald Heber, 1783-1826 

Heber’s interest in the church led him to write a series of hymns for the Christian year, this being designated “Epiphany” and meant 

to be sung between the creed and sermon. While it uses natural imagery, its concern is to make clear what is acceptable worship to 

God as stated in Psalm 51:17: “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not des-

pise.”—Hymn Notes for Church Bulletins 

 

  

 

MUSIC NOTES 

Prelude: Chorale Fantasia on “Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern”- Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707) 

Dietrich Buxtehude was an organist and composer of the Baroque period, whose works are typical of the North German organ 

school Buxtehude's style greatly influenced other composers, such as Johann Sebastian Bach. Historically, Buxtehude is among the 

important composers of the mid-Baroque period in Germany.  His chorale fantasia based on today’s gathering hymn features differ-

ent parts of the long melody broken down in different sections and treated with different compositional techniques. 

 

 

Postlude: Chorale Prelude on “Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern”- Johann Ludwig Krebs (1713-1780) 

Krebs is one of the most significant personalities in the history of organ music.  Although he did not refrain from using elements of 

the galant style in his works, Krebs was the Bach pupil who best succeeded in continuing the Bach tradition at the end of the Ba-

roque era, a period in which organ music was in steady decline.  His setting on the famous melody features a ritornello in the right 

hand.  The melody is played in the tenor range on a trumpet sound.   

 

 

 

 


