The Third Sunday after Epiphany
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God's glory is revealed in the reading of scripture. People stand at attention. People weep. People prostrate themselves in prayer. The
unity of the church is another reflection of God’s glory. Most glorionsly, the promises of God are fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ.
Gather round. Listen up. Glimpse the glory of God.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
A Mighty Fortress is Our God Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707)

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Please stand. The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, " one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by name.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. We have turned our faces
away from your glory when it did not appear as we expected. We have rejected your word when it
made us confront ourselves. We have failed to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome.
Accept our repentance for the things we have done and the things we have left undone. For the sake
of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe in the glory of your Son

born among us, and reflect your love for all creation.
Amen.



Rejoice in this good news:

In " Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. We are descendants of the Most High, adopted into the household

of Christ, and inheritors of eternal life. Let us live as freed and forgiven children of God.

Amen.
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5 Give us lips to sing thy glory,
tongues thy mercy to proclaim,
throats that shout the hope that fills us,
mouths to speak thy holy name.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
May the light which thou dost send
fill our songs with alleluias,
alleluias without end!

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-1976
Music: EBENEZER, Thomas J. Williams, 1869-1944
Text © 1969 Concordia Publishing House

6 God the Father, light-creator,
to thee laud and honor be.
To thee, Light of Light begotten,
praise be sung eternally.
Holy Spirit, light-revealer,
glory, glory be to thee.
Mortals, angels, now and ever
praise the holy Trinity!



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the nourishment of your people.
Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your promises,
we may embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
The exiles have returned and rebuilt Jerusalem. Now Ezra, the priest, reads the law of Moses to them in the public square. When they
hear it, they weep for their sins and for the long years in exile, but Egra reminds them that “the joy of the Lord is your strength.”

All the people [of Israel] gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to
bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel. Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought
the law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on
the first day of the seventh month. He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early
morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could understand; and the
ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the
people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. Then Ezra
blessed the Lotd, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. Then
they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. So they read from the book,
from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading.

And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people
said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept
when they heard the words of the law. Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine
and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not
be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY Psalm 19
The psalm will be spoken.

The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork.

One day tells its tale to another,
and one night imparts knowledge to another.

Although they have no words or language,
and their voices are not heard,

their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the world,
where God has pitched a tent for the sun.

It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.

It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it again;
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.



The teaching of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul;
the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the simple.
The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart;
the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes.
The fear of the Lord is clean and endures forever;
the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.
More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.
By them also is your servant enlightened,
and in keeping them there is great reward.
Who can detect one’s own offenses?
Cleanse me from my secret faults.
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me;
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
The apostle and pastor Paul uses the metaphor of the human body to describe how intimately connected we are in the church. For this
struggling congregation in Corinth, Paul delivers a vital message of unity that is a mark of the church foday.

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one
body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—]Jews or Greeks, slaves or
free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot would say, “Because I am not a
hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear would
say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body.
If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the
sense of smell be? But as it 1s, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all
were a single member, where would the body be? As it is, there are many members, yet one body. The eye
cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” On
the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and those members of the
body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are treated
with greater respect; whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the
body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, that there may be no dissension within the body, but
the members may have the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one
member is honored, all rejoice together with it.

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has appointed in the church first
apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms
of leadership, various kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work
miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? But strive for the greater
gifts.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Q I , 1 T P—
VAN F 2 7 - ~ | | | | | | | &
1\ < | | | [#) | [
ARV | | | ]
Q) T I I 4
Al - le - Tn - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
f) — P | et
A I P— I — I o ¥ — - O
J(SQ_J ) o o | s d—“—r .
You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-In - ia.
GOSPEL Luke 4:14-21

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the fourth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Near the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, he visits his hometown of Nazareth. In the words of Isaiab, he states and claims his
identity, purpose, and mission.

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as
was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the
scroll and found the place where it was written:
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has
sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were
fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Miller
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Text: Mary A. Thomson, 1834-1923
Music: ANGELIC SONGS, James Walch, 1837-1901




APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the church, the world,
and all that God has made.

After each portion of the prayers:
God of grace,
hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to you in
confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

THANKSGIVING
OFFERING

We invite you to give your offering online at saintlukegive.us then click Gzving or on the Give Plus app.
You may also mail your checks to:

Saint Luke Lutheran Church
9100 Colesville Road
Silver Spring, MD 20910



ORGAN VOLUNTARY
Dearest Jesus, We Are Here Max Drischner (1891-1971)

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring the riches
of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others. With the trees of
the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Please pray in your own preferred langnage.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, Padre Nuestro Que estas en los cielos
hallowed be thy name, Santificado sea tu Nombre
thy kingdom come, Venga a nosostros tu Reino
thy will be done, Hagase tu voluntad asi en la tierra como en el cielo
on earth as it is in heaven. Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia
Give us this day our daily bread, Perdona nuestras ofensas
and forgive us our trespasses, Como nosotros perdonamos a los que nos ofenden
as we forgive those Y no nos dejes caer en la tentacion mas libranos del mal
who trespass against us; Porque tuyo es el reino, el poder y la Glotia
and lead us not into temptation, Por los siglos de los siglos. Amen

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING

God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and who calls you by name,

" bless your going out and your coming in, today and forever.
Amen.
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Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt.
Music: FREUT EUCH, THR LIEBEN, Leonhart Schriter, 1540-1602

DISMISSAL

Go with Christ into a weary world.
Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

If You But Trust in God to Guide You J.S. Bach (1685-1750)
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WORSHIP LEADERS

PRESIDING MINISTER
The Rev. Connie A. Miller, Senior Pastor

ASSISTING MINISTERS
The Rev. Franklin Morales, Associate Pastor
Deacon Kyle Watfield, Director of Discipleship and Senior High Ministries

MUSICIAN
Pat Henry, Organist

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006, administered by Augsburg Fortress.
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license # 3174-W.
Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons, Year B 2020-2021, copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress.
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license # 4182-C.
OneLicense.net streaming license A-701360
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at Saint Luke Lutheran
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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

8:45am  Worship, streaming online
10:15am Faith Formation online

5: 00 pm San Lucas Misa, online

THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD

8:45am  Worship, streaming online
10:15 am Faith Formation online

3: 00 pm San Lucas Gospel Meditation, Online

ABOUT OUR GUEST ORGANIST

Pat Henry is the music director and organist at Georgetown Lutheran Church.
She earned a bachelor's degree in government from the College of William and
Mary and a master's degree in music from the University of Texas. She also
studied at Stanford University. Her organ teachers have included Frank Speller

and Kimberly Marshall. Pat is a retired journalist.

12

Upcoming Commemorations

Conversion of Paul

Tuesday, January 25, 2022

The week of prayer begun by the remembrance of
Peter's confession now comes to an end as we recall
the pivotal moment in the life of the other pillar of
the early church, the apostle Paul. His encounter
with the risen Christ turned him from persecutor of
the followers of Christ to one of their leaders.

Timothy, Titus, and Silas, missionaries
Wednesday, January 26, 2022

These three early Christian men were missionary
companions of the apostle Paul. Timothy became
bishop of Ephesus, Titus bishop of Crete, and Silas
was imprisoned with Paul at Philippi until they
were delivered by an earthquake.

Lydia, Dorcas, and Phoebe, witnesses to the faith
Thursday, January 27, 2022

Women as well as men were important Christian
leaders from the beginning, as demonstrated by
these coworkers of the apostle Paul. Lydia, a seller
of purple goods, lent her home for a church; Dorcas
was known for charitable works; and Phoebe was a
deacon in the church at Cenchrae.

Thomas Aquinas, teacher, died 1274

Friday, January 28, 2022

One of the most brilliant and creative theologians in
the church's history, Aquinas worked to bring to-
gether scripture and the philosophy of Aristotle. A
member of the Order of Preachers (Dominicans),
Aquinas was also a hymnwriter.



