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Good Friday is the second day of the ancient TRIDUUM, 
a three-day vigil ending with the  

THE FIRST COMMUNION OF EASTER 
 
 

THE GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE OF TENEBRAE 
7:00 P.M. 

 
  We are about to participate in one of the oldest services of Christendom. This service consists entirely of 
scripture readings and hymns designed to call attention to the fact that we have been accomplices to the 
sufferings of Christ and yet received His abundant love and mercy. 
 
  Our salvation has been purchased by Christ for a huge price and an eternal purpose. This service is a 
dramatic reminder of this costly sacrifice. Jesus Christ has paid for our salvation with his own life. 
 
  The silence and darkness of this service reflects the gloom of Good Friday. On that day, even the sun hid 
its face. The earth trembled! The stark solemnity of this night draws a firm contrast with the Easter liturgy to 
come. The one candle with which tonight’s service ends will once again pierce the darkness of the church nave. 
And we shall wait in a vigilant and steady hope for the news. 
 
  The service begins with a fully lighted altar and nave. Jesus has been crucified. It seems that he has lost 
the battle against death and the devil, succumbing after progressive trials of torment in the bewildering onslaught 
of evil. Each stage of this fearsome experience is marked by the extinguishing of candles until a darkened nave 
bears witness to the ultimate consequences of human selfishness. But before the service ends, even as the 
darkness becomes more intense, a new light of hope tells us that the powers of darkness cannot overcome the 
light of Jesus Christ. He who died in our stead reminds us that he will come to us, even in the depths of despair, 
and draw us to him. 
 
  It is written in John’s Gospel . . . That light has come into the world, and the darkness cannot overcome it . . . even 
on Good Friday! Christ Jesus is the hope of the world. 
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WELCOME 

 

GREAT LITANY●  ELW 238                       
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LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES AND THE VERSICLES 

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Christ has humbled himself, and become obedient unto death; 
Even the death of the cross. 
 
At the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth. 
And every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE WORD 
 
CHORAL ANTHEM       

Wondrous Cross 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 
Music: Philip Wilby (b. 1949) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

When I survey the wondrous cross 
on which the Prince of glory died, 
my richest gain I count but loss, 
and pour contempt on all my pride. 
 
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
save in the death of Christ, my God! 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them through his blood. 

See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 
sorrow and love flow mingled down. 
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 
or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
that were a present far too small. 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
demands my soul, my life, my all. 
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THE FIRST WORD  

Father, Forgive Them… 
 

Prophecy                              Isaiah 53:3 
Passion History                                                          Saint Luke 23:32-38 
Hymn ● ELW 592  

Just as I am 
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THE SECOND WORD  

Today...In Paradise 
 

Prophecy                              Isaiah 53:12 
Passion History                                                          Saint Luke 23:39-43 
Hymn ● ELW 349  

Ah, holy Jesus 
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THE THIRD WORD  

Woman, Behold Your Son...Behold Your Mother 
 

Prophecy                                  Isaiah 53:10-11 
Passion History                                                         Saint John 19: 23-27 
Hymn ● LBW 110  

At the Cross, Her Station Keeping 
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THE FOURTH WORD  
My God, My God, Why Have You Forsaken Me? 

 

Prophecy                                         Isaiah 53:6 
Passion History                                                    Saint Matthew 27:45-49 
Hymn ● ELW 769  

If you but trust in God  
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THE FIFTH WORD  
I Thirst 

 

Prophecy                                         Isaiah 53:7 
Passion History                                                                   John 19:28-29 
Hymn ● ELW 337  

Alas! And did my Savior bleed 
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THE SIXTH WORD  

It Is Finished! 
 

Prophecy                                           Isaiah 53:4-5 
Passion History                                                                        John 19:30 
Hymn ● ELW 351 

O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 
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THE SEVENTH WORD  

Father, Into Your Hands I Commend My Spirit 

 

Prophecy                                           Isaiah 53:8-9 
Passion History                                                           Saint Luke 23:44-46 

                  Saint Matthew 27:50-54 
                   Saint Luke 23:48 

Hymn ● ELW 353 
Were you there 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A Time for Silence and Meditation in Darkness 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

RECESSIONAL AND SILENT EXODUS 

 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

OFFICIATING MINISTERS 

The Rev. Connie Miller, Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Franklin Morales, Associate Pastor 

 

MUSICIANS 

Dr. Alain Truche, Director of Music and Organist 

Schola Cantorum  

  

WORSHIP IN PERSON AND ONLINE 

 

 

HOLY SATURDAY 

12:00 noon  Special Music,  Hymns, Word and Prayer 

 

EASTER SUNDAY 

8:45 a.m.  and 11:15 Festival Worship  


