
  

 

From the beginning, through baptism, we are called Christian. We are “Christ-ened” at the font. Bearing Christ’s name, we share the 
same Father and are invited to address this parent intimately: Abba! Jesus bears our sins in humble obedience to the will of God. 
Today we pray that the mind of Christ, whose name we bear, would be our own. It is a good way to begin, again, another year.  
 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE 

 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice                    Paul Manz  
            

WELCOME 

 

CONFESSSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, the Word made flesh, our life and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God of life, 
you promise good news of great joy for all people, and call us to be messengers of your peace. We 
confess that too often we hoard our joy, our resources, and our security. We nurture conflict and 
build barriers. We neglect the needs of our neighbors and ignore the groaning of creation. Have 
mercy on us. Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. Where we are reluctant, give us courage. 
Where we are cynical, restore our trust. Renew us with your grace and give us again the hope of 
eternal life in you. 

 
Hear the good news: We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises through the outpouring of the 

Holy Spirit. In  Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth shall know 
the salvation of God. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN ● ELW 288 

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE—ELW 289 
 Angels We Have Heard on High 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us  pray. 
Eternal Father, you gave your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be a sign of our salvation. Plant in 
every heart the love of the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Please be seated.  
 

 

 

 



4 

 

WORD 
FIRST READING                              Numbers 6:22-27 
God commanded Aaron to say these words, known as the Aaronic benediction, in blessing the people of Israel. We too are marked 
with God’s name and God’s blessing as we are sent from our assemblies into the world. 
 

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the Israelites: You 
shall say to them, 
 The Lord bless you and keep you; 
 the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 
 the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 
 So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALMODY                                                                                 Psalm 8 
The organ introduces the antiphon.  Please sing the 2nd time and where indicates.  Please sing all verses. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
O [Lord] our Governor, * 
how exalted is your Name in [all] the world! 
  Out of the mouths of [infants] and children * 
  your majesty is praised a-[bove] the heavens. 
You have set up a stronghold a-[gainst] your adversaries, * 
to quell the enemy [and the] avenger. 
 

Antiphon 

 

When I consider your heavens, … the [work of ] your fingers, * 
the moon and the stars you have [set in] their courses, 
  What is man that you should be [mindful] of him? * 
  the son of man that you should [seek] him out? 
You have made him but little lower [than] the angels; * 
you adorn him with [glory] and honor; 
 

Antiphon 

 

Continued on next page 
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You give him mastery over the [works of ] your hands; * 
you put all things [under] his feet: 
  All [sheep] and oxen, * 
  even the wild [beasts of] the field, 
The birds of the air, … the [fish of ] the sea, * 
and whatsoever walks in the [paths of ] the sea. 
  O [Lord] our Governor, * 
  how exalted is your Name in [all] the world! 
 

Antiphon 

 
SECOND READING                                     Galatians 4:4-7  
Paul proclaims the ultimate significance of the nativity: Jesus was born the Son of God so that, because of him, we all may be God’s 
children. 
 

When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order to 
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. And because you are 
children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a 
slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alleluia. At the name of Jesus every | knee should bend,* in heaven and on earth and un- | der the 

earth. Alleluia. (Phil. 2:10) 
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GOSPEL                                                                                                                                             Luke 2:15-21  
The holy gospel according to Saint Luke, the second chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Eight days after his birth, Jesus is circumcised according to Jewish law and given the name announced by the angel before his conception. 

 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known 
what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 
But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the name given by the 
angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                                                                                                                                           Pastor Miller 
                                                                  
Please stand as you are able.  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY● ELW 292   

 Love Has Come 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
United with the great cloud of witnesses throughout the ages, we pray for the church, the world, and all who 
are in need. 
 
After each portion of the prayers: 
Hear us O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
The prayers conclude: 
In the company of your saints we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your eternal mercy and love; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

MEAL 
OFFERING 

We invite you to give your offering online at saintlukegive.us   
You may also mail your checks to:  

Saint Luke Lutheran Church 
9100 Colesville Road 

Silver Spring, MD 20910 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY                  

What Child Is This                     Paul Manz  



8 

 
Please stand as you are able.  
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 
God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our hearts with the song of the 
angels, and gather us at your table of celebration. Strengthen us to share with all the world the 
abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to 

you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word 

made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the 

God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of 

angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a world in which all might be satisfied by 
your abundance. You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed your people Israel with 
manna from heaven. You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become food for the world. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood,  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the grave, we await his coming again to share 
with us the everlasting feast. 

 

 

 

 

 

By 
your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, and by this 
bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father,  
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Please pray in your own preferred language. 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Padre Nuestro, que estas en los cielos, 
 santificado sea tu nombre, 
 venga a nosostros tu reino, 
 hagase tu voluntad, 
 asi en la tierra como en el cielo. 
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia; 
 perdona nuestras ofensas, 
 como nosotros perdonamos 
 a los que nos ofenden;  
 y no nos dejes caer en la tentacion, 
 mas libranos del mal. 
Porque tuyo es el reino,  
 el poder, y la gloria, 
 por los siglos de los siglos. Amen  
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Glory to God in the highest! 
Come to the table of peace. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Please be seated. 
 

COMMUNION 

All are invited to the Lord’s table, a table of grace and mercy. There is one station at the foot of the chancel steps. Please stretch out 

your hand, palm up, to receive the host, the body of Christ. (Gluten-free wafers are available; please ask your server) Then receive in 

the individual cup the blood of Christ.  You may deposit your cup in the basket near the side wall.  Those who wish to receive a 

blessing instead of the Lord’s supper are also encouraged to come forward. Those who wish to receive the sacrament in the pew  please 

inform an usher. All are welcome to the Lord’s table. 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say: 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
The communicant may say:  
Amen. 

 
LAMB OF GOD  
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COMMUNION HYMN● ELW 754 
Jesus, the Very Thought of You 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

  
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 

 
POST– COMMUNION CANTICLE 
 O Jesus, Blessed Lord 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, and life. As you have gathered us in 
joy, send us forth as messengers of your peace. Make us shine with the good news of your glory, born to us in 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

God bless you and keep you, 

 Jesus grant you grace and truth, 
and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, 
now and forever. 
Amen.  

 
SENDING HYMN ● ELW 620 
  How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds 
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DISMISSAL 

Christ the Savior is born! 
Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

Joy to the World                                                                                                                             Wilbur Held  
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