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This evening we stand on the cusp of an old year leading to the new.  We focus on reflection, and more than 

anything, we focus on God’s time. 

 

PRELUDE 

Jesus, Lead Thou On                                                                                                                         Paul Manz  

 

WELCOME 

 

DIALOG FOR NEW YEAR’S EVE 

For everything there is a season: 
And a time for every matter under heaven: 
  
A time to be born and a time to die. 
A time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted. 
  
 A time to break down, and a time to build up. 
 A time to weep and a time to laugh. 
  
A time to keep and a time to throw away. 
A time to be silent and a time to speak. 
  
A time to love and a time to hate. 
A time for war and a time for peace. 
  
God has made everything suitable for its time. 
God has put a sense of past and future into our minds. 
  
God has done this, so that all should stand in awe. 
Whatever God does endures forever. 
 

HYMN 

 Across the Sky the Shades of Night  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Across the sky the shades of night 
This New Year's Eve are fleeting. 
We deck Your altar, Lord, with light, 
In solemn worship meeting: 
And as the year's last hours go by, 
We raise to You our earnest cry, 
Once more Your love entreating. 
 
Before the cross subdued we bow, 
To You our prayers addressing, 
Recounting all Your mercies now, 
And all our sins confessing; 
Beseeching You this coming year 
To keep us in Your faith and fear 
And crown us with Your blessing. 

We gather up in this brief hour 
The mem'ry of Your mercies: 
Your wondrous goodness, love, and pow'r 
Our grateful song rehearses: 
For You have been our strength and stay 
In many a dark and dreary day 
Of sorrow and reverses. 
 
 Then, gracious God, in years to come, 
We pray Your hand may guide us, 
And, onward through our journey home, 
Your mercy walk beside us 
Until at last our ransomed life 
Is safe from peril, toil, and strife 
When heav'n itself shall hide us. 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Eternal God, you have placed us in a world of space and time, and through the events of our lives you bless 
us with your love. Grant that in this new year we may know your presence, see your love at work, and live in 
the light of the event that gives us joy forever -- the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   
Amen 

 

FIRST READING        Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to be born, and a time to 
die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break 
down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; a 
time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from 
embracing; a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to throw away; a time to tear, and a 
time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and 
a time for peace. What gain have the workers from their toil? I have seen the business that God has given to 
everyone to be busy with. 
 
He has made everything suitable for its time; moreover, he has put a sense of past and future into their minds, 
yet they cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end. I know that there is nothing 
better for them than to be happy and enjoy themselves as long as they live; moreover, it is God’s gift that all 
should eat and drink and take pleasure in all their toil. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
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HYMN—ELW 790 

 Day by Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
PRAYER 

Let us pray. 
In your wisdom, O Lord our God, you have made all things and have allotted to each of us the days of our 
life. Grant that we may live in your presence, be guided by your Holy Spirit, and offer all our works to your 
honor and glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord.    
Amen  
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SECOND READING                                  Revelation 21: 1-6a 
 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea 
was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as 
a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is 
among mortals. He will dwell with them as their God; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with 
them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no 
more, for the first things have passed away.” And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am 
making all things new.” Also, he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to 
me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a 
gift from the spring of the water of life. 

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God 

 

HYMN—ELW 632 

 O God, Our Help In Ages Past 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER 

Let us pray. 
Immortal Lord God, you inhabit eternity and have brought us to the close of another year. Pardon, we entreat 
you, our transgressions of the past, and graciously abide with us all the days of our life; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.   
Amen. 

 
 
 



6 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                                St.  Matthew 25:31-46 

 
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his 
glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then 
the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me 
clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will 
answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something 
to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And 
when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, 
just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ Then he will say 
to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and 
his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a 
stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did 
not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 
naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as 
you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you O Christ. 
 

REFLECTION                                                                                                                                   Pastor Miller 
 
HYMN—ELW 434 
 Jesus Shall Reign 
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GREAT LITANY 
 
 Lord, have mercy.  
 Lord, have mercy. 
 Christ, have mercy.  
 Christ, have mercy. 
 Lord, have mercy.  
 Lord, have mercy. 
 O Christ, hear us.  
 In mercy hear us. 
 
 God, the Father in heaven,  
 have mercy on us. 
 God, the Son, redeemer of the world,  
 have mercy on us. 
 God, the Holy Spirit,  
 have mercy on us. 
 Holy Trinity, one God,  
 have mercy on us. 
 
 Be gracious to us.  
 Spare us, good Lord. 
 Be gracious to us.  
 Spare us, good Lord. 
 
 From all sin, from all error, from all evil; 
 from the cunning assaults of the devil; 
 from an unprepared and evil death: 
 Good Lord, deliver us. 
 
 From war, bloodshed, and violence; 
 from corrupt and unjust government; 
 from sedition and treason: 
 Good Lord, deliver us. 
 
 From epidemic, drought, and famine; 
 from fire and flood, earthquake, lightning, and storm,  
 and from everlasting death: 
 Good Lord, deliver us. 
 
 By the mystery of your incarnation; by your holy birth: 
 Help us, good Lord. 
 
 By your baptism, fasting, and temptation; 
 by your agony and bloody sweat; 
 by your cross and suffering;  
 by your death and burial:  
 Help us, good Lord. 
 
 By your resurrection and ascension; 
 by the gift of the Holy Spirit: 
 Help us, good Lord. 
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 In all time of our tribulation; 
 in all time of our prosperity; 
 in the hour of death; and in the day of judgment: 
 Save us, good Lord. 
 
 Though unworthy, we implore you 
 to hear us, Lord our God. 
 
 To rule and govern your holy catholic church; 
 to guide all servants of your church 
 in the love of your word and in holiness of life; 
 to put an end to all schisms 
 and causes of offense to those who would believe; 
 and to bring into the way of truth all who have gone astray: 
 We implore you to hear us, good Lord. 
 
 To beat down Satan under our feet; 
 to send faithful workers into your harvest; 
 to accompany your word with your Spirit and power; 
 to raise up those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; 
 and to comfort and help the fainthearted and the distressed: 
 We implore you to hear us, good Lord. 
 
 To give to all nations justice and peace; 
 to preserve our country from discord and strife; 
 to direct and guard those who have civil authority; 
 and to bless and guide all our people: 
 We implore you to hear us, good Lord. 
 
 To behold and help all who are in danger, need, or tribulation; 
 to protect and guide all who travel; 
 to preserve and provide for all women in childbirth; 
 to watch over children and to guide the young; 
 to heal the sick and to strengthen their families and friends; 
 to bring reconciliation to families in discord; 
 to provide for the unemployed and for all in need; 
 to be merciful to all who are imprisoned; 
 to support, comfort, and guide all orphans, widowers, and widows; 
 and to have mercy on all your people: 
 We implore you to hear us, good Lord. 
 
 To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers, 
 and to reconcile us to them; 
 to help us use wisely the fruits and treasures 
 of the earth, the sea, and the air;  
 and graciously to hear our prayers: 
 We implore you to hear us, good Lord. 
 
 Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,  
 we implore you to hear us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
 have mercy on us.  
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 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
 give us peace. Amen. 
 
 O Christ, hear us. 
 In mercy hear us. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 Christ, have mercy. 
 Christ, have mercy. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 Lord, have mercy. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Please pray in your own preferred language. 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
Jesus is the promised Savior, born of Mary. May his birth among us renew our hope. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Padre Nuestro, que estas en los cielos, 
 santificado sea tu nombre, 
 venga a nosostros tu reino, 
 hagase tu voluntad, 
 asi en la tierra como en el cielo. 
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia; 
 perdona nuestras ofensas, 
 como nosotros perdonamos 
 a los que nos ofenden;  
 y no nos dejes caer en la tentacion, 
 mas libranos del mal. 
Porque tuyo es el reino,  
 el poder, y la gloria, 
 por los siglos de los siglos. Amen  
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HYMN—ELW 887 
 This is My Song 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

POSTLUDE 

O God, Our Help in Ages Past                 Charles Callahan  
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WORSHIP LEADERS 
 
OFFICIATING MINISTERS  
The Rev. Connie A. Miller, Senior Pastor 
The Rev. Eleanor Abarno, Pastoral Liaison, Women in Community 
 
 
MUSICIAN 
Michael McMahon, Guest Organist 

 

 

 

   A very blessed New Year to all. 
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