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Week 4: Striving for Justice  

Joseph; Oscar Romero 

 
Oscar Romero was martyred while celebrating mass in 1980. Archbishop Romero was an outspoken critic of the government corrup-
tion, military abuse, and oppression of the people of his native El Salvador. He was convinced that the heart of the gospel is centered on 
God’s compassion for the poor and the liberation of all people. In Joseph we see how the holy family became refugees at the hands of a 
tyrant ruler. In our baptism we pledge to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. We join with all the saints in hearing God’s call 
and working for justice for all people. 
 

Welcome 
 
GREETING 

The love of God poured into our hearts, 
the saving grace of Jesus Christ, 
and the abundant life of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
OPENING SONG—ACS 1033 
 Nothing can trouble 
 Please sing three times. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
You are gracious and merciful, O God, slow to anger, rich in love. Receive our prayers as you have promised 
and uphold us by your Spirit, until all things, mended by your mercy, are made whole and well in you, through 
Jesus Christ, our healer and our hope. 
Amen. 

 
ORACIÓN 

Oremos  
Clemente y misericordioso eres tú, oh Dios, lento para la ira, rico en amor. Recibe nuestras oraciones como lo 
has prometido y sostennos con tu Espíritu, hasta que todas las cosas, reparadas por tu misericordia, sean sana-
das y sanas en ti, por Jesucristo, nuestro sanador y nuestra esperanza. 
Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE 
                                                        St. Matthew 25:31-40  
 

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glo-
ry. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then 
the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom pre-
pared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I 
was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, 
‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to 
drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And 
when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, 
just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ 

 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

 
                                                                                                                                                    Mateo 25:31-40  
 
Cuando el Hijo del hombre venga, rodeado de esplendor y de todos sus ángeles, se sentará en su trono glorio-
so. La gente de todas las naciones se reunirá delante de él, y él separará unos de otros, como el pastor separa las 
ovejas de las cabras. Pondrá las ovejas a su derecha y las cabras a su izquierda. Y dirá el Rey a los que estén a su 
derecha: “Vengan ustedes, los que han sido bendecidos por mi Padre; reciban el reino que está preparado para 
ustedes desde que Dios hizo el mundo. Pues tuve hambre, y ustedes me dieron de comer; tuve sed, y me di-
eron de beber; anduve como forastero, y me dieron alojamiento. Estuve sin ropa, y ustedes me la dieron; estu-
ve enfermo, y me visitaron; estuve en la cárcel, y vinieron a verme.” Entonces los justos preguntarán: “Señor, 
¿cuándo te vimos con hambre, y te dimos de comer? ¿O cuándo te vimos con sed, y te dimos de beber? ¿O 
cuándo te vimos como forastero, y te dimos alojamiento, o sin ropa, y te la dimos? ¿O cuándo te vimos enfer-
mo o en la cárcel, y fuimos a verte?” El Rey les contestará: “Les aseguro que todo lo que hicieron por uno de 
estos hermanos míos más humildes, por mí mismo lo hicieron.” 

 

Palabra de Dios 
Demos gracias a Dios 

 
 



HYMN-ELW  661 
 I Love to Tell the Story 
 Please sing verse 1 only. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



REFLECTION                           Pastor Zawistoski 
Sing with all the Saints in Glory:  Striving for Justice 
Lighting of the Justice Candle 

 
HYMN-ELW 639 
 When We Are Living 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYERS 
Please respond after each portion of the prayers. 
 
God of all saints…. 
Hear our prayer. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

  



BLESSING 
Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that 
clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer 
and perfecter of our faith. May the God who makes sinners into saints bless us, keep us, and give us peace, 
now and always. 
Amen. 
 

BENDICION 
Teniendo en derredor nuestro tan grande nube de testigos, despojémonos también de todo peso y del pecado 
que nos asedia, y corramos con perseverancia la carrera que tenemos por delante, puestos los ojos en Jesús, el 
iniciador y consumador de nuestra fe. Que el Dios que hace santos a los pecadores nos bendiga, nos guarde y 
nos dé la paz, ahora y siempre. 
Amen. 
 
 

HYMN—ELW 426 
Sing with All the Saints in Glory 
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Dismissal 
Go in peace, surrounded by the saints in light. 
Thanks be to God. 

  
Vayan en paz, redeados de los santos en la luz 
Gracias a Dios. 
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